
LESSON 1 (NITOXKA) 


Vocabulary: 

Verbs Other Words 

-APO- = to go, come anon here 

-APOTAKI- to work omi =there, over there 

-OMAHKA- =to run anohk = now 

-ITOMO- = to lead, go first itom­ first, leading 

-OTO-ITO- to come, go, arrive oki hello! come in! 

-UPI- = to sit (down) ki == and 

-ITAUPI- == to live, dwell nitoxka =one 

nit- == 1, me, real, one, Indian 

sokapi, sokap- good 

Each lesson will have a word list or vocabulary, including verbs, nouns and other kinds of words or stems. Often 
these "words" are only stems and cannot be used by themselves. IfThe "word" has a hyphen infront of it or behilld 
it or both, it is a combining form and must have something attached to have it make sense. How to make these 
combinations will be one of the main things to learn in the Blackfeet language. You must also learn to tell verbs 
from nouns, and for that reason they will be listed separately. The verbs are so important in Blackfeet that they will 
be given to you in capital letters and only as stems to which you will have to link other terms. It may be a good idea 
if you try to find the verb stem first of all and then consider all the particles that come attached to it in front and 
behind: 

Verb Stem: 

Now let's start to use a few of these verb stems to make sense out of them: 
singular plural 

1 st person nitAPOTAKI I work nitAPOTAKlhpinan = we work 
2nd person kitAPOTAKI you work kitAPOTAKlhpuwaw = you (pI.) work 

Notice that to say "I" you add ni-t- in front of the verb stem. The -t- must be inserted in some words as a 
"go-between". Some people use just the -t- and omit the ni-. To say "you" the prefix is ki-t- and must not 
omitted. What do you add to end of the stem to say "we"? To say "you pl." ("you guys")? we should note that 
this way to say "we" is not the only way and is used only when "we" does not include "you" . 
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Exercises: 

Take each one of the verb stems listed in the vocabulary and treat it just the way APOTAKI is treated here. 

singular plural 
I st person 
2nd person 

It will be a good habit to use this table-like form to conjugate verbs from now on. To conjugate means to "yoke 
up" and is a Latin word used to describe what we do to With one of our verb stems. there is a little trick to 
remember: -OMAHKA drops the final -A if nothing is attached to becoming -OMAHK' (note the use of the 
apostrophe.) There is another trick to remember if you use ITAUPI or ITOMO: The "go-between" -t- nit- and 
kit- turns into ts in front of the i. (I usually write Z in pJace of or TZ.) verbs act like OMAHKA, ITAUPI 
and ITOMO. That will help keep us awake, 

Translate: 

1. I live here. you live there. We live here. you (pl.) live there. 

2. Now I am working. ("am working" is the same as just "work".) 

3. (Make up your own.) 
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LESSON 2 (NATOKA) 


Vocabulary: 

Verbs Nouns 

-ANI- :::: to say, tell aki woman 

-SAMI- = to hunt, seek akikoan :::: girl 

-SAXI - to go out mipikoan :::: white man 

-XIKAI - to walk Pik6ni :::: Piegan 

-PUYI- :::: to speak Sixika :::: Blackfoot, Blackfeet 

-OHKIMA- to wait Kaina :::: Blood(s) 

-OKA- :::: to sleep napi old man 

-PAPOKA- =to dream napi :::: friend, partner! (in address only) 

-ASAINI- to cry, weep mahk6yi wolf 

-YIMI- & -IMI- :::: to laugh mistaki :::: mountain 

iniw buffalo 

Other Words: 

am6yauk, amoye = here is ..... (on handing things) nat-, natoka two 
a :::: yes sa :::: no 
kika! wait! kak6! go on! 

AKI and KOAN: 

Algonquian languages usually do not distinguish male and female. In some cases, however, Blackfeet uses these 
two terms as suffixes in this manner: -AKI is frequently attached to feminine personal names and to tribal and 
ethnic terms; e.g. mipiaki:::: white woman; Pikuni-aki Piegan woman. -KOAN is sometimes attached to masculine 
tribal and ethnic terms: e.g. Pikuni-koan:::: Piegan man. For other functions of ; -KOAN, see Lesson. 

Timeless Verbs: 

Blackfeet does not need to distinguish time or tense in its verbs as English does, though it can make such distinctions 
if the speaker wants to. In other words, a Blackfeet verb may refer to the past or the present and be translated "I do 
..." or "I did ...", "I was doing". Prefixes AI and Au: Most verbs in Blackfeet require one or the other of these two 
prefixes, usually accented. You just have to remember which of these two goes with which verb. Some verbs, 
however, require neither but may use one if the speaker wishes. The verbs given in Lesson I and SAXI do not 
require such a prefix. Of the verbs given in this lesson, ANI takes Au and so does ASAINI: auANI, auASAINI. 
The other verbs in this lesson take AI: aiSAMI, aiXIKAI, aiPUYI, aiOHKIMA, aiOKA, aiPAPAUKA, aiYIMI. 
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Here is how it works: 

nitauA:--JI = I am saying etc. nitauA:--JIhpinan we are saying etc. 
kitauANI = you are saying etc. kitauAXlhpuwaw = you(pl.) are saying etc. 

These prefixes can be translated by the "progressive" forms in English: e.g. "I am (was) doing". The pronunciation 
of AI varies from AY as in English "day" to the Y in English "sky" and sometimes even to the U in English "but". 
From here on the prefix AI or Au will be given with each verb in the vocabularies that requires such a prefix, or 
usually uses one. 

Exercises: 

Conjugate each one of the new verbs using the appropriate prefix if one is needed. But be careful! aiSAMI and 

SAXI are like OMAHKA; they drop their final vowel (I) when nothing follows it and put an apostrophe in its place. 


Reminder: As you utilize this text book please remember the special 
formatting. If thg "word" has ~ hvphen in front of it or behind it or 
both, itlli ~ combining form and must have something attached to 
have it make sense. 
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LESSON 3 (NIU6XKA) 


Vocabulary: 

Verbs 

auAMISO :::: to go up, climb 

aiINISO :::: to down, descend 

aiSUMOSI = to get water, go for (often drops final I) 

auAHKAII to go home 

kokit! = me! (command only) 

pilt! come in 1 (" " ) 

istupit! sit here (there)! (command form) 

Other Words: 

(n)api- :::: white 
niuuxka three 
in- down 
inisohzi :::: down 
isuohzi near the water, on the shore 

Command Forms: 

Nouns 

matapi = person 

nizitapi :::: Indian (real person) 

sahkumapi :::: boy 

poka :::: child 

imita = dog 

nitomitam my dog 

kitomitam your dog 

kos = cup, dish 

sahk- short 
ami- = up 
amitohzi up, upstream, west 
suyi- = water, in the water 

We have just a few of these, but you can see from them that to form a command we add -T to the verb stem when 
only one person is addressed. UPIt sit down! 

Interrogatives: 

To ask a question with either of the singular forms we have had, simply add the suffix -HPA to the verb stew. To 
ask a question using either of the plural forms, add -A at the end of the word. For example: 

singular plural 
1st person nit-ANI-hpa nit-ANI-ihpinan-a 
2nd person kit-ANI-hpa kit-ANI-puwaw-a 

These words mean: "Am I telling ... ?" , "Are you telling ... ?" Some people drop the final-A in accordance with the 
tendency in the Blackfeet language to silence final vowels. 
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Negatives: 

To form negatives with any verb in the forms we know, prefix MAT- to the interrogative forms just given. But the 
T- of nit- and kit- disappears in front of MAT-, and the accent falls back from AI or AU to MAT-. For example: 

1- ni-mat-ANI-hpa = 1 do not say ni-mat-ANI-hpinan-a = we do not say 
ki-mat-ANI-hpa you do not say ki-mat-ANI-hpuwaw-a =you do not say 

These words can also be translated: "I am not telling" etc. If we use the prefix AU- with ANI we get these forms: 

1- ni-mat-auANI-hpa ni-mat-auANI-hpinan-a 
ki-mM-auANI-hpa ki-mat-auANI-hpuwaw-a 

Exercises: 

Conjugate all the verbs we know in the interrogative and negative forms. 

Translate: 

1- Come in and sit down here' 2- Give me the cup! 3- Give me one cup (two cups, three cups)~ (You do not 
need plural forms with numerals.) 4- I am not laughing. Are you laughing? 5- Do you live near the shore? 6- No, 
llive here. Yes, 1 live there. The pupils should ask each other questions for each possible verb: "Are you ... ?" and 
then reply "Yes, I am .. ," or "No, I am not..." 
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LESSON 4 (NISO) 


Vocabulary: 

Verbs Nouns 

aiSA.PI to look at, see kon = snow 


aiKOANI =to play k6nsko snow (on the ground) 


UNOZI to be hungry napayeni bread (from French farin~) 


INAKI = to be thirsty aisixikimi =coffee 


aiKAKIAKI to chop (wood) bat, hit (in baseball) nietahta ::: ri vcr, stream 


AMI =to be the one -kimi = water 


6hKOTAKI = to ohki ::: water (in.) 


KITA (OhKITA: aihKIT') = to bake, cook pokun (a) (an.) ::: ball; pI. pokuyix: 


kitan(i) = loaf of bread, cooking; pI. -anisz nohpokun == my ball; mi6hpokun 

POHSAPO =to come here baseball (the game & the ball) 

MISTAPO = to away 

auZIMOTA to run away 

Other Words: 

-sko (colleetive suffix) sik-, sixi- black 
nis6 =four; nisufm(an) nisui (in) puhs- :::: here, to here 
mist- =away (from here) -ikip- ::: funny, quick 
ik-, ix- ::: very im- true, truly 
-it- == there, here (at a point in space-time) 

Plurals: 

To form plurals, we must first know the gender of the noun: Is it "animate" or "inanimate"? In Algonquian 
languages it has become customary to divide nouns into these two genders even though the terms "animate" and 
"inanimate" do not seem adequate. Nouns for people and animals are animate, of course, but some things, like 
stars arc also considered animate. Nouns for some trees are animate, some inanimate. Some terms are animate 
with one meaning and inanimate another: e.g. kos(a) means "cup" if animate and pottery dish" if inanimate, 
The plurals of animate nouns are formed adding The plurals of inanimate nouns are formed by adding 
-ISZ, If a noun in the -N dropped before changing to the plural. It is not necessary to pluralize nouns 
in Blackfeet, however, especially ifthey are accompanied by a numeral or some other indication plurality. 
are some examples: imitaix == dogs: cups; kosisz =dishes: akikoaix == 

.. .
We should not take the words "animate" and "inanimate" literally. Long 111lSSlOnanes this dualism to 
Algonquin languages. It is more likely that native speakers ;hough(of on a scale of animation or 
less animated) according to its degree of manito or efficacy. 
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________ 

Numerals: 

Numerals have several forms: counting forms, animate and inanimate forms and one or more combining forms 
each. Here are some of the extra forms for the numerals we already know by their counting forms: 

1 - nitoxka (,toxka); nitoxkam; nitoxkai 2 - natoka; natokam; natokai. 3 niuoxka; niuoxkam; niuoxkai. 4 niso; 
nisuim; nisui. 

Exercise: 

Read and understand: Napikoaix; kosix; kosisz; mistakisz; akiix. Nitupi anon; kizitupihpuwaw. Kitaiok'isoohzi. 

Kitaiyimi; Kitainiso. Kitainisohpuwaw. Kika! Kitaiohkimahpuwaw. Piit! Oki, napi! Kokit kosI Sokapin 

iksokapi. Amoyauk koso Otot! Mistapot! Puhsapot! Anohk nitciipuyihpinan. Nitauamisohpinan amitohzi. 

Isoohzi nizitaupihpinan. Amitohzi kizitupi. Isoohzi nitapotakihpinan. Isoohzi nizitapohpinan. Anoma 

kizitot6hpuwaw. Nizipikunikoan. Nitaiok'. Kimatapokihpuwawa. Nimatapokihpinana. Nizitsam'. 

Nimazitsamihpa. Anom nitahkaii. Kitaikipa-nihpa? 


Compound verbs: You can make up new verbs by combining ANI (which drops final-I of course) by prefixing im-, 

ikip-: e.g. kiz-im-AN' =you're right, you tell the truth. Kiz-ikip-ANI-hpa? Are you joking? 


Translate: 

You are speaking. We are speaking. I am a Piegan. I am working. I'm not working now; are you working here? 

We are running near the water. You (pl.) stay here; you (pl.) laugh and sleep. We are sleeping. We laugh. I am 

waiting. You sit down over here and I sit on shore. Are you joking. I'm not joking. I'm telling the truth. Speak 

up! You live there. You are going down. I'm joking and you are laughing. We live near the water. I sleep. I 

do not sleep. I am hunting now. I'm not hunting now. Are you going home? Come here! Go away! 


Complete Exercise: 

In each group of three sentences, there is one question, one affirmative answer and one negative answer. Fill in 
whichever sentence is missing: KitauANIhpa? A, nitauANI. Sa, ni-matauANlhpa. 

Kizikipanihpa? A, ___________ Sa, _.__________ 
_______? A, nitomahk'. Sa, _________ 

ami kizitapohpuwaw? A, Sa, _________ 
________ A, . Sa, nim<itahkaiihpinana. 

___________? A, __________. Sa, nim<itauasainihpa. 
Kitaixikaihpa amitohzi? A, . Sa, __________ 
__________? A, nitaipapauk'. Sa, 

Reminder: As you utilize this text book please remember the special 
formatting. If the ~'word" has !! hyphen in front of it or behind it or 
both, it is !! combining form and must have something attached to 
have it ma~ sens_t;.. 
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LESSON 5 (NISITO) 


Vocabulary: 

Verbs Nouns 

APIXISTAKI =to throw notas =my horse, pet 

ohKITUPI to ride, sit on, straddle kotas your horse, pet 

aiSOTA = to rain otas = hislher horse, pet 

ohPOTA =to snow otomitam his/her dog 

aiSOPU to be windy, blow ninaw = man, chief 

aiPIUO =to be far off pokun(a) =ball (a.) pokuyix (pI.) 

aiPUTA = to fly 

aiputaw =airplane 

NISIZIiaw (an ), NISITOiaw (in.) there are five 

Other Words: 

pi- =far kit-, ihkit- = on top of 
akai-, akau- = many oma =that, the 
mazoap- beautiful nisito, nisizi (an.), nisitoi (in.) five 

The Rest of the Conjugation ofthe Verb: 

The first portion of the conjugation of a verb included the first and second persons. It did not include the 1 st person 
plural (that refers to "you" or the persons spoken to), nor any third, fourth or fifth persons. These are all part of the 
second configuration, made up mostly of suffixes. Fourth and fifth persons may seem strange to you because 
English does not have them. The fifth person is now so rarely used that we shall skip it for the present. 

Third Person: 

Third person forms are usually made with suffixes only. Since there is no distinction for sex, we may translate it by 
either "he" or "she" and occasionally by "it", for the singular, and by "they" for the plural. (Note the verb NISIZI-. 
In another lesson we'll discuss a distinction between the so-called "animate" and "inanimate".) The 3rd person 
singular is formed by suffixing -WA to the stem or root. Usually the A of -WA is final and therefore silenced, and 
all we may hear is the W sounded like the W in English "few". Some people, especially south of the border, do not 
even say that. There are also instances where a final -A or final -M is the 3rd person ending, but we can discuss 
those cases when we come to them. The 3rd person plural ("they") is formed by adding -lAW to the stem. If the 
stem ends in the two I's blend into one, so it will be optional whether you write them as one or two. Obviously, 
some verbs will only be used in the 3rd person singular: e.g. 6hPOTAw = it is snowing (the OH- is drawled when 
initial, like English HAW".) Obviously too, when the verb stems end in 0 or U an added -W does not change the 
sound of the word and so may be optional in writing, though the meaning wi]] be clearer if it is written. 
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Many nouns add the 3rd person -W or -WA or even -A. This fact shows that nouns too can become 3rd person and 
in fact are then really verbs. Such nouns would be translated "it is a man", "it is an airplane", and so on: nfna-w: 
aiputa-w. Thus, other nouns we have had would be written: fmitaw, infw, napiw, pokaw, nietahtaw. ponokaw. 

Fourth Person: 

Algonquian languages sometimes have "fourth person" that represents someone (or something) that would be a subordinate 3rd 
person in an Indo-European language: e.g. "the boy's horse ran aViay". (In this sentence inAlgo~quian the "boy" is 3rd person" 
and "his horse" is 4th person.) '01e4th person ha'l only a singularfom1 and is made by suffixing -LNAI to the stem. (TIle AI here 
sounds like Y in "sky".) 

S ample =""J-'~"''=:''!''! th~se forms: 
singular plural 

3rd person (au)A.NI-w' (au)A.NI-ia\v 

4th person (au)A.NI-fnai 
Since the two blend in such forms, you can wTite them auANIaw and auANInai instead of the way I have used above. 

Inclusive: \Vhen "we" includes the person addressed, the fon11 is called "inclusive" and is made by suffixing -OP 

to the stem: auANIop, APOTAKlop etc. This is a combination of English 1st and 2nd person plural. Many other 

languages do this: Cree, Maori. It really does 110t matter whether you call it 151 or 2nd person it is both. 

The full Conjugation: (We'll take SLJMOSI as an example.) 

singular plural 
I st person nitaiSUMOS' nitaiSUMOSlhpinan (exclusive) 

6iSLJMOSlop (inclusive) 

2nd person kitaiSLJMOS' kitiiSUMOSIhpmvaw 

3rd person aiSUMOSlw aiSUMOSlaw (aiSUMOSI-iaw) 
4th person aiSLJ!'vl0Slnai (aiSUMOSI-fnai) 

Agents: The stem of the verb automatically becomes the noun that the nOlln that indicates L~e doe[ The j'\POTAKI 
means not only "to work" but (with the -W suffix.ed) means also "the worker". And ml1MI means "to laugh" while aiYIMI-w 
means "he laughs" or "the laugher.'· 

The Prefix -OH-: Many words with a root beginning in K (occ<i<.;ionally another letter) If the prefIX then becomes 
initial, it changes to IH-. Examples: ihKOTA.KL ihKITA: The singular conjugation of ihKITLJPl 11m3 tins way: nitohKI1UPI, 
kitohKITlJPl. ihKlTUPlw, ihKITUPlinai. llle plural conjugation is nitohKITCPlhpinan, ihKITUPlop, kitohKlTUPIhpuwaw, 
ihKITUPliaw, 

Exercises: 
.... -~~ 

Apotakiw': apotakiaw. Akikoan aunoziw' ki aiina};jw'. Sahkumapi ki ninaw aunoziaw. Aua[11!sow' ki aipiuow'. Nitaipiuo. 
Nitaiokahpinan. aio··kaop; kitaiok' Omi kizitapotakihpuwa W. Itow. 

here: the woman isThe man is working there. They are 11ll1ning near the watel~ TIley arc mrming in the water. 
staying TIle Piegan 

boy is playing in the snow, in the Sl1mv. 

are very thirsty. 

man is chopping ran away. 111e horse ran away His/her 
horse mn away. O'm not the cIliat 
man is the leader. I'm hlmgry; I'm arc very thirsty. 

Let each student select a verb to conjugate in all known forms. 
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LESSON 6 (NAW) 


Vocaculary: 

Verbs 

UYI to eat 
aiSIMI to drink 
NAIiaw :::: there are six (an.) 
NAWiaw :::: there are six (in.) 
AISTO :::: to approach, come near 
OXTAKI to count 
aiIHZI :::: to recline, be located, lie 

Nouns 

pixiw bird (large) 
aazistaw rabbit 
sisziw :::: bird (small) 
isk(a) :::: kettle, bucket (a.) 

nohk =my kettle 
kohk = your kettle 
ohk hislher kettle 

maauyi = mouth 
naauyi =my mouth 

Interrogative of 3rd 4th Persons: Add -WAZ to the singulars and -WEXAW to the pluraL Sometimes -AI or 
-WAZIX is used instead of -WAZ in the singular. In 4th person -INAI is attached the -WAZ. 

singular plural 
3rd person (au)ANI-waz (au)ANI-wexaw 
4th person (au)ANI -waz-fnai 

Negative of and 4th Persons: Prefix MAT- to the interrogative. To say "never" use KUT- instead of MA.T-. 
(Pronounce KlJT- like English "cue;) 

singular plural 
3rd person mat-ANI-waz mat-ANI-wexaw 
4th person mat-ANI-waz-fnai 

Examples: anfwaz? = does he/she say? Za anfwaz? what does he say? what does he (it) mean? (the reply 
would be: auaniwa it means, he/she says .... ktitaniwaz does he/she never say? doesn't he/she ever say (mean)? 

More on -KOAN: 

Sometimes -KOAN does not involve gender. It may also be used as a diminutive, as in akkoan and imitaikoan 
(puppy). Its basic function seems to be as a particularizing agent; that is, it narrows down the noun to which it is 
attached in order to designate an individual member of a set or a smaller member of a set. 
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The Verb UYl: 

The verb "to eat" is somewhat eccentric, maybe because it gets so much use. Y and W tend to be interchangeable 
in Blackfeet (Y <> W). So some people will pronounce this verb UYI, so UWI and some 01, and some people 
assibilate (T>Z) the of the pronoun prefix. To illustrate: 

1- nitTYI nitUYlhpinan 
UYlop 

2- kitUYI kitUYlhpuwaw 
3­ UYIw UYIiaw 
4­ UYIlnai 

And yet we meet alternates like nizOI, kizOI, OIw, Glop etc. 

Exercises: 

Let each student conjugate a verb of hislher choice in the interrogative and negative of all four persons. 

Apotakiw'; rmitapotakiwaz; apotakiwazix; kutapotakiwazix? Apotakiiaw; matapotakiwexaw; apotakiwexaw? 
kutapotakiwexaw? Napikoan kutapotakiwaz, mataikakiakiwz ki mataisumosiwaz. Zima kizitapohpa? Mistakisz 
nizitapo. Nimatapohpa. (In translating add "anywhere".) Kitoihpa pixi? Sa, nimatoihpa. Taka otasaz? Sahkumapi 
ki imitaikoan aunoziaw; mataunoziwexaw; kutaunoziwexaw. 

She is staying here. They are seated over there. He is sitting at the shore. That Piegan is climbing on the 
mountain, on Chief Mountain. Where are you (pI.) going? We are not going anywhere. Eat! Drink! What does 
"Pi egan" mean? It means "Pikuni". The chief goes away (went away). The chief's horse went away. 
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LESSON 7 (IHKIZIKA) 


Vocabulary: 

Verbs Nouns 

auAZI::\tIOIHKA =to pray nato-, natoap- =holy, spirit(uaJ) 
AKOMITAKI to love natosi :::: sun, holy one 
APISTO(TAKI) =to create, make, arrange Apistotoki God 
OTAKO (auTAKO) to turn, go around kisum =sun, moon 
aiAHSI =to feel good about, want to, like to kakatosi star 
AHSI =to be good azotaki =square 
APATO =to go behinds be last pita-w =eagle 
OXKASI :::: to run awakasi =deer 
SINAKI to write, draw nataiyo =cat (wild) 
OTAKSIw (an.), OTAKI (in.) is round, a circle, zero (m)otaki (in.) shadow, spirit; 

otaki =hislhers shadow spirit. 
nitakaw my friend 

Other Words 

ihkizika, ihkizikam (an.), ihkizikai (in.) = seven ahs(i)- good 
sotam-, s'tam- =now, soon as-, aso- trying 

spohzi =up, above, in the sky isohzi =ahead, in front 
apatohzi =behind, in the North otak- :::: round, circular 

The suffix -AKI, -AKI: 

This suffix can be attached to various words for the sake of emphasis: e.g. napfaki! :::: hey partner! It often appears 
on the intransitive forms of verbs: e.g. APIXISTAKI, APISTOTAKI, AKOMITAKI. 

How To Talk About the Past: 

The verb forms we already know are timeless and may refer to the present or the past. But if we wish to clarify or 
emphasize the past action. we simply switch the -T- o1'nit-, kit- to a -K-: nik-, kik-, and in 3rd and 4th persons we 
prefix ak- or ik-: nikUYI (or niktI), nikOTO (nikAUTO), akOTOw(akAUTOw), fkitAPOw. To add more 
stress, we can use a reduplication: nikauk-, kikauk-, akauk-: nikaukUI, akauklTIw. 

How To Talk About the Future: 

This is even easier. Just prefix AK CAX-) right in front ofthe verb root. This gives the meanings "shall, will, going 
to, about to, intend to, want to" e.g. :ikSOTAw, nitakOTO, nitakit-OTO, nit:ikUYI (nit:ixUYI). 
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Combining Verb Roots in the Same Manner: 

We often use two verbs together, one dependent upon the other. Let's take some examples: To say "can, be able to" 
we combine the two roots AK- and -OT- (from OTO?) producing a new prefix AKOT- (AKOZ-); nitakozaiPUYI 
(nitakotaiPUYI). To say "wish, want to, feel like, like to" we use the verb aiAHSI (aiAHS') with some other verb 
root: nitaiAHS-UYI, kitaiAHS-SIM', nitaiAHS-APOhpinan. To say "go to do .... ", use OTO in the same manner 
(though it may be cut down to OT-): nitak~OTO-aiSUMOS'. To say "try to", combine AS- with AK- to form 
ASAK-: nitasakSAM'. Sometimes AS- is used by itself with the same meaning: asANIT! To say "must, have to", 
couple AK-with -S'TAM to get a more urgent form: nitaks'tamitAPO. 

Exercises: 

Omi nitakitoto. Nitakitotohpinan. Nizikitapo. Akitapow. Asohkokit! Sapit! Awakasix ihzikamiaw. 
kitauanihpa: Nimatakot-sapihpa. Oma awakasi auzimotaw. Omi kitaiahsitapohpa'? Oma napiwa akazimoihkaw, 
asakazimoihkaw, akotazimoihkaw, aiahsazimoihkaw, aks'tamazi-moihkaw. Za kitaiahsufhpa? Nimataiahsufhpa .. 
Nikaiok'. 

That star is not round. There are seven elk over there .. Do you feel like eating (something)? Where are you going? 
Where did you go? Where will you go? You can pray; you try to pray; you will pray; you did pray; you must pray. 
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LESSON 8 (NAN ISO) 


Vocabulary: 

Verbs Nouns 

aiSAKO =to hail moyis = house, lodge (in.) moyfsz (pl.) 

NIPUYI, aiPUYAw =to rise, get up, stand up nitoyis tipi (real lodge) 

NINIHKI- ::: to sing ponokaumitaw ::: horse 

MAKITA(KI) = to load, pack, saddle isokinaki ::: doctor 

MAHKIZI- to get to bed anisin word, meaning 

MANISTAP- to be of some sort (a specifier) 

NATOSlw (an.), NATOYlw (in.) = to be holy, spiritual 

aiSKO = to go back 

Other Words: 

naniso, nanisuimi (an.), nanisui (in.) eight amiskapohzi = south, in the south 

omahk- big, great (k)inok- = small, little 

za anistap(i) what is it? What do you want? za kanistapaupihpa =How 

za anistap-anisin what does (it) mean? anistap-anisin = it means 

INITIAL M-, N- and P-: 

When these sounds are initial to a root they often are dropped to make room for a prefix. This happens to verbs, 
nouns, adjectival particles, but more often with M- and N- than with When they are dropped, we get the 
combining form of the root and frequently the vowel that follows them is weakened. Examples: mistaki turns into 
the combining form -ist<iki; napi- becomes api- (an ancient root for "white"), m6yis becomes -oyis as in nit6yis (tipi 
or "real lodge"), nato-(the basic root for "holy") becomes -ato-, ponoka becomes the combining form -inok-, and so 
of course nat6si becomes -at6si (as in kakat6si, "just a sun or holy one"). But the P- of pfta-w is not dropped 
(maybe it's a relic of api- "white"). As examples of verbs, let's take the following: ITOMO is a shortened form of 
MATOMO, and NINIHKI becomes -INIHKI-. Here is the sample conjugation of MAKITA- : 

1 nitaiAKIT nitaiAKlTAhpinan 

AKITAop 

2- kiuiiAKIT kitaiAKITAhpuwaw 

3- aiAKITAw aiAKlTAiaw 

4- aiAKlTAinai 

But notice that the M- reappears on the command: Makftat!. 
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...................------------------------------.. 

Here is the conjugation of MAHK'ZI (MAHKIZI) (cf. IHZI, Lesson 60): 

1- ni taiAHKIZ' 

2- kitaiAHKIZ' 

3­ aiAHKIZIw' 

4­ aiAHKIZIfnai 

nitaiAHKIZIhpinan 

aiAHKIZIop 

kitaiAHKIZIhpuwaw 

aiAHKIZIiaw 

Now let's conjugate napikoan to make a verb out of it: 
becomes -Z-, for reasons unknown!): 

"to be a white man" (remember that the -T- of the prefix 

1- nizAPIKOAN' 

2- kizApIKOAN' 

3­ NAPIKOANIw 

4­ NAPIKOANIfnai 

nizAPIKOANIhpinan 

NAPIKOANIop 

kizApIKOANIhpuwaw 

NAPIKOANIiaw 

But the verb NIPUYI presents some peculiarities and has to be memorized separately. It derives from the root 
NIPU- (rising, standing). When the N- is suppressed and the prefix AI- replaces it, this verb becomes practically 
indistinguishable from aiPUYI (to speak). Perhaps for that reason, the Y interchanges with Wand we get a new 
conjugation that is now the more common one, meaning "to stand, to stand up, stop, rise, get up": 

1- nitaiPUWAU nitaiPUW A Uhpinan 

aiPUWAUop 

2- ki taiPUWA U kitaiPUWAUhpuwaw 

3- aiPUWAUw aiPUWAUiaw 

4- aiPUWAUfnai 

But the command forms are nfpuyft, intensified to nipupuyit and alternating with nipuwaut! 

But notice that the M- reappears on the command: Makitat!. 

Here is the conjugation of MAHK'ZI (MAHKIZI) (cf. IHZI, Lesson 60): 

1- nitATOS' ni tA TOS Ih pinan 

NATOSIop 

2- kitATOS' kitATOSIhpuwaw 

3- NATOSIw NATOSIiaw 

4- NATOSIfnai 
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(PLEASE NOTE: In this lesson you will notice that a number of blank lines, , exist in the 
lessons. These lines usually appear in the 4th and 5th persons. These blank lines throughout this book refers to 
word forms unknown or non-existent. Future study of the sequence may reveal the actual word.) 

The inanimate forms will be given in the next lesson. 

Exercises: 

Explain: Omahkast6si; nit6yis; nizitapi; isokinaki. 

Conjugate all the verbs in this lesson. Alternates for the question "What does (it) mean" are Za anfwazt and for the 
reply "It means ... ", auanfwa. Using these and the other expressions composed of MANISTAP-, hold a 
question-answer conversation about the meaning of Blackfeet terms. 
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LESSON 9 (PfHXO) 

Vocabulary: 

Verbs Nouns 

auAWAHKA =to walk akaitapisko = town 
OZISI = to smoke mazitapisko = nobody 

PIHXIiaw (an.), PIHXOiaw =there are nine 
 ohkotoki =stone, rock (in.) 
OMA =to marry (a husband) istoan = knife (an.) 

ohKIMA to marry (a wife) 
 sinaxin = a writing 

aiPIKIAKI =to mash, grind 
 spiksinaxin = book 

aiSIKSOPU =to blow a chinook 
 aiskatopi =corn 

kopi soup, coffee 

ixisako meat (in.) 

noma = my husband 

omi =her husband 

nitohkiman = my wife 

otohkiman his wife 

mostum(i) = body, self too 

Other Word}: 

pihxo, pihxi (an.), pihxoi (in.) = nine 

nistowa = I, me 

kistowa you 

spik- thick 

ustoi = he, she 

mazoap- = beautiful, handsome, fine 

mazi- = beautiful, fine 

namisz, nam- =east 

nimisz, nim- =west 

mat- = again, also, 
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Construct Case: 

This paragraph could have just as wen been labeled "Obviati ve Case" or "Nouns in the 4th Person". A noun in the 
fourth person replaces the suffix -W or -WA or -A by an -1. Some nouns, however, do not distinguish 4th person 
from 3rd person. The 4th person often serves as the combining form of a noun (e.g. imitai-koan = puppy) and even 
as the verbal root of a noun conjugated in the 1st and 2nd persons (e.g. niPITAI or niziPITAI = ''I'm an eagle", used 
in an old song). (Note that 3rd person for "he's an eagle" is simply PITAw.) The personal pronouns are based on the 
word mostum(i) or "someone's body", so that the pronoun for "I, me" can really be considered a noun meaning "my 
body, self', nist6wa, while kist6wa similarly means "Your body, self'. But ust6i or "his/her body, self' must carry 
the U- prefix for 3rd person and the -I suffix for the "body" as 4th person. This "construct case" is also called 
non-particular, unindexed and subordinate. Note that final-N or -S are usually dropped before adding it, that the 
-I is used for both animate and inanimate, and that singular and plural have the same form. It can be used as the 
object of ordinarily intransitive verbs, e.g. pokai, istoai, owai, ponokai, sinopai, pftai, ohkfi, oUikai. Declension of 
Nouns: Nouns have some or all of the following cases, though only a few of them have all four cases. The basic 
case is called "unindexed" for lack of a better name. Only a few nouns have the 4th case or Vocative (e.g. naps = 
partner). It is only the singular that these cases are distinguished, so the plural of them all is the same. We shall 
take nina as an example, the plural of which is ninaix in all four instances: 

Unindexed: NINA 

3rd Person: NINAw 

4th Person: NINAi 

Vocative: NINA 

Examples of the Construct Case or 4th Person nouns: akii, akikoani, otohkfman(i), nietahtai, nizINAI = I am a man 
(initial N- dropped). Prepositions are often omitted, but adverbs in -OHZI (-OHZI.\1, -OHZ') function as either 
prepositions or postpositions, that is, they may follow or precede the noun at the speaker's option. ltapotakiw 
apat6hzi moyfsi = he is working behind the house; moyfsi is 4th person, of course, since the "he" (understood, not 
expressed? is the 3rd person. But, Nizitupi moyfs pist6hzi =I am sitting in the house. (Can you explain why moyfs 
is only 3rd person here?). A few more samples: fsohzi notas; nietahtai aist6hzi; moyfs(i) aist6hzi. 

Exercises: 

Conjugate NINA, NIZITAPIKOAN. 

Nimatapohpa (add "anywhere" in the translation). Kikutaiitsapihpa matapi (translate this last word as "anybody"). 
Kitaisapihpa matapi?Mazitapfsko . 

Behind the tipi; in front of the tipi. I am in front of my horse. You are in front of your horse. He is behind his 
horse. He is in front of his house. They are living near the river. 
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