LESSON 1 (NITOXKA)

Vocabulary:

Verbs Other Words

-APO- =to go, come anon = here
-APOTAKI- = to work omi = there, over there
-OMAHKA- =to run anéhk =now
-ITOMO- =to lead, go first itom- = first, leading
-OTO-ITO- =to come, go, arrive oki =hello! come in!
-UPI- =tosit (down) ki =and

-ITAUPIL- =to live, dwell nitoxka =one

nit- =1, me, real, one, Indian
sokapi, sokap- = good

Each lesson will have a word list or vocabulary, including verbs, nouns and other kinds of words or stems. Often
these “words™ are only stems and cannot be used by themselves. Ifthe “word” has a hyphen in front of it or behind
it or both, it is a combining form and must have something attached 1o have it make sense. How to make these
combinations will be one of the main things to learn in the Blackfeet language. You must also learn to tell verbs
from nouns, and for that reason they will be listed separately. The verbs are so important in Blackfeet that they will
be given to you in capital letters and only as stems to which you will have to link other terms. It may be a good idea

if you try to find the verb stem first of all and then consider all the particles that come attached to it in front and
behind:

Verb Stem:
Now let’s start to use a few of these verb stemns to make sense out of them:
singular plural
Ist person nitAPOTAKI =1 work nitAPOTAKIhpinan = we work
2nd person  kitAPOTAKI = you work kitAPOTAKIhpuwaw = you (pl.} work

Notice that to say “I” you add ni-t- in front of the verb stem. The -t- must be inserted in some words as a
“go-between”. Some people use just the -t- and omit the ni-. To say “you” the prefix is Ki-t- and must not be
omitted. What do you add to end of the stem to say “we”? To say “you pl.” (“you guys”)? we should note that
this way to say “we” is not the only way and is used only when “we” does not include “you” .
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Exercises:

Take each one of the verb stems listed in the vocabulary and treat it just the way APOTAKI is treated here.

singular plural
Ist person
2nd person

It will be a good habit to use this table-like form to conjugate verbs from now on. To conjugate means to “yoke
up” and is a Latin word used to describe what we do to verbs.  With one of our verb stems, there is a little trick to
remember: -OMAHKA drops the final -A if nothing is attached to it, becoming -OMABRK' (note the use of the
apostrophe.) There is another trick to remember if you use ITAUPL or ITOMO: The “go-between” -t- of nit- and
kit- turns into ts in front of the 1. (I usually write Z in place of TS or TZ.) Many verbs act like OMAHKA, ITAUPI
and ITOMO. That will help keep us awake.

Translate:
1. Tlive here. you live there. We live here. you (pl.) live there.

2. Now I am working. (“am working” is the same as just “work™.)

3. {(Make up your own.)
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LESSON 2 (NATOKA)

Vocabulary:
Verbs Nouns
-ANI- =to say, tell aki = woman
-SAMI- =10 hunt, seek akikoan = girl
-SAXI- =togoout napikoan = white man
-XIKAI- =to walk Pikdni = Piegan
-PUYI- =to speak Sixika = Blackfoot, Blackfeet
-OHKIMA- = to wait Kaina = Blood(s)
-OKA- =tosleep napi = old man
-PAPOKA- =to dream napi = friend, partner! (in address only)
-ASAINI- =tocry, weep mahkiyi = wolf
-YIMI- & -IMI- = to laugh mistaki = mountain
iniw = buffalo
Other Words:
amoéyauk, améye = here is.....(on handing things) nat-, natoka = two
a =yes s4 =no
kika! = wait! ‘ kaké! =goon!
AKI and KOAN:

Algonquian languages usually do not distinguish male and female. In some cases, however, Blackfeet uses these
two terms as suffixes in this manner: -AKI is frequently attached to feminine personal names and to tribal and
ethnic terms; e.g. ndpiaki = white woman; Pikdni-aki = Piegan woman. -KOAN is sometimes attached to masculine
tribal and ethnic terms: e.g. Pikiini-koan = Piegan man. For other functions of ; -KOAN, see Lesson.

Timeless Verbs:

Blackfeet does not need to distinguish time or tense in its verbs as English does, though it can make such distinctions
if the speaker wants to. In other words, a Blackfeet verb may refer to the past or the present and be translated “1 do
" or“Idid...”, “T was doing”. Prefixes Al and AU: Most verbs in Blackfeet require one or the other of these two
prefixes, usually accented. You just have to remember which of these two goes with which verb. Some verbs,
however, require neither but may use one if the speaker wishes. The verbs given in Lesson I and SAX! do not
require such a prefix. Of the verbs given in this lesson, ANT takes AU and so does ASAINI: 4uANI, &uASAINI.
The other verbs in this lesson take AL: 4iSAMI, &XIKAI a4iPUYT, &OHKIMA, 4iOKA, 4iPAPAUKA, 4iYIML
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Here is how it works:

nitdauANI = I am saying etc. nitduANIhpinan = we are saying etc.
kitiuANI = you are saying etc. kitiuANlhpuwaw = you(pl.) are saying etc.

These prefixes can be translated by the “progressive” forms in English: e.g. “l am (was) doing”. The pronunciation
of Al varies from AY as in English “day” to the Y in English “sky”” and sometimes even to the U in English “but”.
From here on the prefix Al or AU will be given with each verb in the vocabularies that requires such a prefix, or
usually uses one.

Exercises:

Conjugate each one of the new verbs using the appropriate prefix if one is needed. But be careful! aiSAMI and
SAXI are like OMAHKA; they drop their final vowel (1) when nothing follows it and put an apostrophe in its place.

Reminder: As you utilize this text book please remember the special

both, it is a combining form and must have something attached to
have it make sense.
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LESSON 3 (NIUOXKA)

Vocabulary:

Verbs

auAMISO =to goup, climb
aiINISO = to go down, descend

4iISUMOSI = to get water, go for (often drops final I)
auAHKAII =to go home
kokit! = give me! (command only)

piit! =comein! (* )
istapit! = sit here (there)! (command form)

Other Words:

(n)api- = white

nivdoxka = three

in- =down

iniséhzi = down

isuéhzi = near the water, on the shore

Command Forms:

Nouns

matapi = person

nizitapi = Indian (real person)

sahkumapi = boy
poka = child
imita = dog

nitémitam = my dog
kitomitam = yourdog
kos = cup, dish

sahk- = short

ami- =up

amitohzi = up, upstream, west
suyi- = water, in the water

We have just a few of these, but you can see from them that to form a command we add -T to the verb stem when

only one person is addressed. e.g. UPIt = sit down!

Interrogatives:

To ask a question with either of the singular forms we have had, simply add the suffix -HPA to the verb stew. To
ask a question using either of the plural forms, add -A at the end of the word. For example:

singular
Ist person nit-ANI-hpa
2nd person kit-ANI-hpa

plural
nit-ANI-ihpinan-a
kit-ANI-puwaw-a

These words mean: “Am I telling...?”, “Are you telling...?” Some people drop the final -A in accordance with the

tendency in the Blackfeet language to silence final vowels.
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Negatives:

To form negatives with any verb in the forms we know, prefix MAT- to the interrogative forms just given. But the
-T- of nit- and kit- disappears in front of MAT-, and the accent falls back from Al or AU to MAT-. For example:

1- ni-mét-ANI-hpa = I do not say ni-mat-ANI-hpinan-a = we do not say
2- ki-mat-ANI-hpa = you do not say ki-mat-ANI-hpuwaw-a = you do not say

These words can also be translated: “I am not telling” etc. If we use the prefix AU- with ANI we get these forms:

1- ni-mat-auANI-hpa ni-mat-auANI-hpinan-a
2- ki-mat-auANI-hpa ki-mat-auANI-hpuwaw-a
Exercises:

Conjugate all the verbs we know in the interrogative and negative forms.

Translate:

1- Come in and sit down here! 2- Give me the cup! 3- Give me one cup (two cups, three cups)! (You do not
need plural forms with numerals.) 4- I amnot laughing. Are you laughing? 5- Do you live near the shore? 6- No,
Ilive here. Yes, I'live there. The pupils should ask each other questions for each possible verb: “Are you...?” and
then reply “Yes,Iam..” or “No, [ am not...”
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LESSON 4 (NISO)

Vocabulary:
Verbs

AiSAPI =10 look at, see

4iKOANI =to play

UNOZI =to be hungry

INAKI = to be thirsty

aiKAKIAKI = to chop (wood) bat, hit (in baseball)

AMI = o be the one

6hKOTAKI =to give

KITA (thfTA: aithKIT) = to bake, cook
kitan(i) = loaf of bread, cooking; pl. -anisz

POHSAPO =to come here

MISTAPO = to go away

auZIMOTA = to run away

Other Words:

. -sko {collective suffix)

nis6 = four; nisuim(an) nisdi (in)
mist- = away (from here)

ik-, ix- = very

Nouns

kon = snow

kénsko = snow (on the ground)

napayéni = bread (from French la farine)

disixikimi = coffee

niétahta =river, stream

-kimi = water

ohki = water (in.)

pokun (a) (an.) = ball; pl. pokiyix;
nohpokin = my ball; miéhpokiin =
baseball (the game & the ball)

sik-, sixi- = black

puhs- = here, to here
-ikip- = funny, quick
im- = true, truly

-it- = there, here (at a point in space-time)

Plurals:

To form plurals, we must first know the gender of the noun: Is it “animate” or “inanimate™? In Algonquian
languages it has become customary to divide nouns into these two genders even though the terms “animate” and
“inanimate” do not seem adequate. Nouns for people and animals are animate, of course, but some things, like
stars are also considered animate. Nouns for some trees are animate, some inanimate. Some terms are animate
with one meaning and inanimate in another: e.g. kos(a) means “cup” if animate and “a pottery dish” if inanimate.
The plurals of animate nouns are formed by adding -IX. The plurals of inanimate nouns are formed by adding
-ISZ. If a noun ends in -N the -N is dropped before changing to the plural. It is not necessary to pluralize nouns
in Blackfeet, however, especially if they are accompanied by a numeral or some other indication of plurality. Here
are some examples: imitaix = dogs: kosix = cups; kosisz = dishes; akikoaix = giris.

We should not take the words “animate” and “inanimate™ literally. Long ago missionaries assigned this dualisim to
Algonquin languages. It is more likely that the native speakers thought of things on a scale of animation (more or
less animated) according to its degree of manito or efficacy.

Page 13

A Blackfoot Language Study
Piegan Institute, Browning MT, 1996




Numerals:

Numerals have several forms: counting forms, animate and inanimate forms and one or more combining forms
each. Here are some of the extra forms for the numerals we already know by their counting forms:

1 - nitéxka ('toxka); nitoxkam; nitéxkai 2 - nitoka; ndtokam; ndtokai. 3 - niudéxka; niudxkam; niuéxkai. 4 - nisé;
nisuim; nisdi,

Exercise:

Read and understand: Napikoaix; kosix; kosisz; mistakisz; akiix. Nitupi anon; kizitupihpuwaw. Kitaiok'isodhzi.
Kitaiyimi; Kitdiniso. Kitdinisohpuwaw. Kika! Kitdiohkimahpuwaw. Piit! Oki, napi! Kokit kos! Soképin
iksokdpi. Amoyauk kos. Otot! Mistapot! Puhsapot! Anohk nitdipuyihpinan. Nitduamisohpinan amitohzi.
Isoéhzi nizitdupihpinan. Amitohzi kizitipi. Iso6hzi nitapotakihpinan. Iso6hzi nizitapohpinan. Anoma
kizitotéhpuwaw. Nizipikinikoan. Nitdiok'. Kimdtapokihpuwawa. Nimdtapokihpinana. Nizitsam'.
Nimadzitsamihpa. Aném nitdhkaii. Kitdikipa-nihpa?

Compound verbs: You can make up new verbs by combining ANI (which drops final -1 of course) by prefixing im-,
ikip-: e.g. kiz-im-AN' = you're right, you tell the truth. Kiz-ikip-ANI-hpa? = Are you joking?

Translate:

You are speaking. We are speaking. Iam aPiegan. I am working. I'm not working now; are you working here?
We are running near the water. You (pl.) stay here; you (pl.) laugh and sleep. We are sleeping. We laugh. Tam
waiting. You sit down over here and I sit on shore. Are you joking. I'm not joking. I'm telling the truth. Speak
up! You live there. You are going down. I'm joking and you are laughing. We live near the water. Isleep. 1
do not sleep. Iam hunting now. I'm not hunting now. Are you going home? Come here! Go away!

Complete Exercise:

In each group of three sentences, there is one question, one affirmative answer and one negative answer. Fill in
whichever sentence is missing: KitauANThpa? A, nitduANI, S4, ni-matauANIhpa.

Kizikipanihpa? A, Sa,
7 A, nitomahk’. Sa,
Omi kizitapohpuwaw? A, . Sa,
A, . Sa, nimdtahkaiihpinana.
7 A, . Sa, nimdtauasainihpa.
Kitdixikaihpa amitohzi? A, Sa,
?7 A, nitdipapauk’. Sa,

Reminder: As you utilize this text book please remember the special
both, it is a combining form and must have something attached to
have it make sense.
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LESSON 5 (NISITO)

Vocabulary:

Verbs Nouns

APIXISTAKI = to throw notas = my horse, pet

ohKITUPI = toride, sit on, straddle kotas = your horse, pet

aiSOTA =to rain otas = his/her horse, pet
ohPOTA = to snow otomitam = his/her dog

4iSOPU = to be windy, blow ninaw = man, chief

4iPTUO = to be far off pokian(a) = ball (a.) pokuyix (pl.)

4iPUTA =to fly
diputaw = airplane
NISIZiiaw (an ), NISITOiaw (in.) = there are five

Other Words:

pi- =far kit-, ihkit- = on top of
akai-, akau- = many oma = that, the
mazoap- = beautiful nisitd, nisizi (an.), nisitoi (in.) = five

The Rest of the Conjugation of the Verb:

The first portion of the conjugation of a verb included the first and second persons. It did not include the 1st person
plural (that refers to “you” or the persons spoken to), nor any third, fourth or fifth persons. These are all part of the
second configuration, made up mostly of suffixes. Fourth and fifth persons may seem strange to you because
English does not have them. The fifth person is now so rarely used that we shall skip it for the present.

Third Person:

Third person forms are usually made with suffixes only. Since there is no distinction for sex, we may translate it by
either “he” or “she” and occasionally by “it”, for the singular, and by “they” for the plural. (Note the verb NISIZI-.
In another lesson we’ll discuss a distinction between the so-called “animate” and “inanimate”.) The 3rd person
singular is formed by suffixing -WA to the stem or root. Usually the A of -WA is final and therefore silenced, and
all we may hear is the W sounded like the W in English “few”. Some people, especially south of the border, do not
even say that. There are also instances where a final -A or final -M is the 3rd person ending, but we can discuss
those cases when we come to them. The 3rd person plural (“they”) is formed by adding -IAW to the stem. If the
stem ends in -1, the two I's blend into one, so it will be optional whether you write them as one or two. Obviously,
some verbs will only be used in the 3rd person singular: e.g. ShPOTAw =it is snowing (the OH- is drawled when
initial, like English “AW™.) Obviously too, when the verb stems end in O or U an added -W does not change the

sound of the word and so may be optional in writing, though the meaning will be clearer if it is written.
Al
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Many nouns add the 3rd person -W or -WA or even -A. This fact shows that nouns too can become 3rd person and
in fact are then really verbs.  Such nouns would be translated “it is a man”. “it is an airplane”, and so on: nina-w:
aiputa-w. Thus. other nouns we have had would be written: {mitaw, iniw, napiw, pokaw, niétahtaw, ponokaw.

Fourth Person:

Algonquian languages sometimes have “fourth person” that represents someone (or something) that would be a subordinate 3rd
person in an Indo-European language: e.g. “the boy’s horse ran away™. (In this sentence in Algonguian the “boy™ is 3rd person”
and “his horse” is 4th person.) The 4th person has only a singular form and is made by suffixing -INAl to the stem.  (The Al here
sounds like Y in “sky”.)

Sample Conjueation of these forms:

singular plural
3rd person (4u)ANT-w' (du)ANI-iaw
4th person (éu,}ANl—inai

Since the two I's blend in such forms, you can write them auANiaw and 4uANInai instead of the way I have used above. f
First Person Inclusive: When “we’” includes the person addressed, the form is called “inclusive” and is made by suffixing -OP

to the stem: e.g. auANIop, APOTAK]op etc. This is a combination of English 1st and 2nd person plural. Many other !
languages do this: e.g. Cree, Maori. It really does not matter whether you call it Ist or 2nd person it is both.

The Fuli Conjugation: (We'll take SUMOSI as an example.)

singular plural
ist person ntaSuMOS’ nitaiSUMOSThpinan (exclusive) ’
#SUMOSIop (inclusive) ‘
2nd person kitdiiSUMOS' kitaiSUMOSThpuwaw
3rd person 4iSUMOSIw aiSUMOSTaw (4iSUMOSI-iaw)
4th person ASUMOSInai (AISUMOSE-ai)

Agents: The stem of the verb automatically becomes the noun agent. that is, the noun that indicates the doer. The APOTAKI "
means not only “to work™ but (with the -W suffixed) means also “the worker”. And 41'YIMI means “to laugh™ while & YIMI-w ‘
means “he laughs™ or “the laugher.”

The Prefix -OH- Many words with a root begioning in K (occasionally another letter) prefix -OH-. 1 the prefix then becomes
initial, it changes to IH-. Examples: thKOTAKI, ihKITA; The singular conjugation of ihKITUPLruns this way: nitohKITUP,
KitohKITUPL ihiKITUPIw, ihKITUPlinai. The plural conjugation is nitohKITUPIhpinan, ihKITUPIop. kitohKITUPhpuwaw,
thKITUPLiaw.

Exercises:

Apotakiw'; apotakiaw. Akikoan aunocziw' ki aiinakiw’.  Sahkumapi ki ninaw aunoziaw. Auamisow' ki alpiuow’.  Nitaipiuo.
Nitaiokahpinan. aio-kaop; kitaiok'. Omi kizitapotakihpuwaW, Tiow. Izitotow,

‘The man is working there. They are running near the water. They arc running in the water.  She is staying here; the woman is
staying here. The Piegan marn is chopping wood. My horse ran away.  Your horse ran away. The boy’s horse ranaway. His/her
horse ran away. The boy is playing in the snow. The boy's dog is plaving in the snow. Not1! (I'mnot the one.) That Plegan
man is the leader. I'm hungry; Pm very hungry.  You are thirsty: You are very thirsty.  The bays are very thirsty.

Let each student select a verb 1o conjugate in all known forms.
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LESSON 6 (NAW)

Vocaculary:

Verbs Nouns

UYI =toeat pixiw = bird (large)
2SIMI = to drink aazistaw =rabbit
NAliaw = there are six (an.) sisziw = bird (small)
NAWiaw = there are six (in.) isk(a) = kettle, bucket (a.)
AISTO = to approach, come near nohk = my kettle
OXTAKI =to count kohk = your kettle
AiIHZI = to recline, be located, lie ohk = his/her kettle

maauyi = mouth
naauyi = my mouth

Interrogative of 3rd and 4th Persons: Add -WAZ to the singulars and -WEXAW to the plural. Sometimes -A’ or
-WAZIX is used instead of -WAZ in the singular. In 4th person -INAI is attached after the -WAZ.

singular plural
3rd person (Au)ANI-waz {AaW)ANI-wexaw
4th person (au)ANI-waz-inai

(Pronounce KUT- like English “cut™;)

singular plural
3rd person mat-ANI-waz mat-ANI-wexaw
4th person mat-ANI-waz-inai

Examples: anfiwaz? = does he/she say? Za aniwaz? = what does he say? what does he (it) mean? (the reply
would be: duaniwa = it means, he/she says.... kdtaniwaz = does he/she never say? doesn’t he/she ever say (mean)?

More on -KOAN:

Sometimes -KOAN does not involve gender. It may also be used as a diminutive, as in akkoan and imitdikoan
(puppy). Its basic function seems to be as a particularizing agent; that is, it narrows down the noun to which it is
attached in order to designate an individual member of a set or a smaller member of a set.
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The Verb UYI:

The verb “to eat” is somewhat eccentric, maybe because it gets so much use. Y and W tend to be interchangeable
in Blackfeet (Y<>W). So some people will pronounce this verb UYI, so UWI and some OI, and some people
assibilate (T>Z) the T. of the pronoun prefix. To illustrate:

1- nitTYT nitUY Ihpinan
UYlop

2- kitUY1 kitUYThpuwaw

3- UYlw UYliaw

4-  UYlinai
And yet we meet alternates like nizOL, kizO1, Olw, Olop etc.

Fxercises:

Let each student conjugate a verb of his/her choice in the interrogative and negative of all four persons.

Apotakiw'; méitapotakiwaz; apotakiwazix; kiitapotakiwazix? Apotakiiaw; matapotakiwexaw; apotakiwexaw?
kidtapotakiwexaw? Napikoan kitapotakiwaz, mataikakiakiwz ki médtaisumosiwaz. Zimd kizitapohpa? Mistakisz
nizitapo. Nimdtapohpa. (In translating add “anywhere™.) Kitéihpa pixi? Sa, nimatoihpa. Takd otasaz? Sahkdmapi
ki imitdikoan dunoziaw; mataunoziwexaw; kiitaunoziwexaw.

She is staying here. They are seated over there. He is sitting at the shore. That Piegan is climbing on the

mountain, on Chief Mountain. Where are you (pl.) going? We are not going anywhere. Eat! Drink! What does
“Piegan” mean? It means “Pikuni”. The chief goes away (went away). The chief’s horse went away.
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LESSON 7 (IHKIZIKA)

Yocabulary:

Verbs

auAZIMOIHKA =to pray

AKOMITAKI =tolove

APISTO(T:&KI) = to create, make, fix, arrange
OTAKO (4uTAKOQ) = to turn, go around

AIAHSI = to feel good about, want to, like to

AHSI = to be good

APATO = to go behinds be last

OXKASI =torun

SINAKI = to write, draw

OTAKSIw (an.), OTAKI (in.) is round, a circle, zero

Other Words

ihkizika, ihKkizikam (an.), ihkizikai (in.) = seven
sotam-, s'tam- = now, soon

spéhzi = up, above, in the sky

apatohzi = behind, in the North

The suffix -AKI, -AKI:

~This suffix can be attached to various words for the sake of emphasis: e.g. napiaki! = hey partner! It often appears

Nouns

nato-, natoap- = holy, spirit(ual)

natosi = sun, holy one

Apistotéki = God

kisum = sun. moon

kakatési = star

azotaki = square

pita-w = cagle

awakasi = deer

nataiyo = cat (wild)

(m)otaki (in.) = shadow, spirit;
otaki = his/hers shadow spirit.

nitdkaw = my friend

ahs(i)- = good

as-, aso- = trying
isohzi = ahead, in front
otdk- = round, circular

on the intransitive forms of verbs: e.g. APIXISTAKI, APISTOTAKI, AKOMITAKI.

How To Talk About the Past:

The verb forms we already know are timeless and may refer to the present or the past. But if we wish to clarify or
emphasize the past action, we simply switch the -T- of nit-, kit- to a -K-: nik-, kik-, and in 3rd and 4th persons we
prefix ak- or ik-: e.g. nikUYI (or nikUI), nikOTO (nikAUTO), akOTOw(akAUTOw), ikitAPOw. To add more
stress, we can use a reduplication: nikduk-, kikduk-, akduk-: nikdukUl, akdukUlw.

How To Talk About the Future:

This is even easier. Just prefix AK (AX-) right in front of the verb root. This gives the meanings “shall, will, going
to, about to, intend to, want to” e.g. akSOTAw, nitdkOTO, nitdkit-OTO, nitakUYT (nitdxUYT).
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Combining Verb Roots in the Same Manner:

We often use two verbs together, one dependent upon the other. Let’s take some examples: To say “can, be able to”
we combine the two roots AK- and -OT- (from OTO?) producing a new prefix AKOT- (AKOZ-): nitakozdiPUY]I
(nitakotdiPUYI). To say “wish, want to, feel like, like to” we use the verb 41AHSI (A1IAHS") with some other verb
root: nitdiAHS-UYI, kitdiAHS-SIM’, nitdiAHS-APOhpinan. To say “go to do....”, use OTO in the same manner
(though it may be cut down to OT-) : nitdk-OTO-aSUMOS’. To say “try to”, combine AS- with AK- to form
ASAK-: nitasdkSAM'. Sometimes AS- is used by itself with the same meaning: asANIT! To say “must, have to”,
couple AK-with -S'TAM to get a more urgent form: nitdks'tdmitAPO.

Exercises:

Omi nitakitoto.  Nitdkitotohpinan. Nizikitapo. Akitapow. Asohkokit! Sapit! Awakasix ihzikamiaw. Za
kitduanihpa: Nimdtakot-sdpihpa. Oma awakdsi duzimotaw. Omi kitdiahsitapohpa? Oma napiwa akazimoihkaw,
asdkazimoihkaw, akotazimoihkaw, diahsazimoihkaw, dks'tamazi-moihkaw. Zakitdiahsufhpa? Nimdtaiahsuthpa..
Nikdiok'.

That star is not round. There are seven elk over there. Do you feel like eating (something)? Where are you going?
Where did you go? Where will you go? You can pray; you try to pray; you will pray; you did pray; you must pray.
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LESSON 8 (NANISO)

Vocabulary:

Verbs Nouns

aiSAKO =to hail moyis = house, lodge (in.) moyisz (pl.)
NIPUYL, 4iPUYAw = torise, get up, stand up nitoyis =tipi (real lodge)
NINIHKI- =to sing ponokaumitaw = horse
MAKITA(KI) = to load, pack, saddle isokinaki = doctor

MAHKIZI- =to get to bed anisin = word, meaning

MANISTAP- = to be of some sort (a specifier)
NATOSIw (an.), NATOYIw (in.) = to be holy, spiritual
aiSKO = to go back

Other Words:

naniso, nanisuimi (an.), nanisui (in.) = eight amiskapohzi = south, in the south
omahk- =big, great (k)inok- =small, little

za anistap(i) = what is it? What do you want? za kanistapaupihpa = How

za anistap-anisin = what does (it) mean? anistap-anisin = it means
INITIAL M-, N- and P-:

When these sounds are initial to a root they often are dropped to make room for a prefix. This happens to verbs,
nouns, adjectival particles, but more often with M- and N- than with P-.  When they are dropped, we get the
combining form of the root and frequently the vowel that follows them is weakened. Examples: mistdki turns into
the combining form -istdki; napi- becomes api- (an ancient root for “white”), mdyis becomes -oyis as in nitdyis (tipi
or “real lodge”), nato-(the basic root for “holy”’) becomes -ato-, ponokd becomes the combining form -inok-, and so
of course natdsi becomes -atési (as in kakatdsi, “just a sun or holy one”). But the P- of pita-w is not dropped
(maybe it’s a relic of api- “white”). As examples of verbs, let’s take the following: ITOMO is a shortened form of
MATOMO, and NINTHKI becomes -INTHKI-. Here is the sample conjugation of MAKITA- :

1- nitdiAKIT' nitdiAKITAhpinan
AKITAop

2- Kit&i AKIT kitaiAKITAhpuwaw

3 GAKITAw 4AAKITAjaw

4-  &AKITAinai
But notice that the M- reappears on the command: Makitat!.
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Here is the conjugation of MAHK'ZI (MAHKIZI) (cf. IHZI, Lesson 60):

1- nitdiAHKIZ nitdiAHKIZlhpinan
alIAHKIZIop

2- kitaiAHKIZ' kitaiAHKIZIhpuwaw

3-  AAHKIZIw' AlAHKIZliaw

4-  &AHKIZlinai

Now let’s conjugate napikoan to make a verb out of it: “to be a white man” (remember that the -T- of the prefix
becomes -Z-, for reasons unknown!):

1- nizZAPIKOAN' nizAPIKOANThpinan
NAPIKOANIop

2- kizZAPIKOAN' kizAPIKOANIhpuwaw

3- NAPIKOANIw NAPIKOANIiaw

4- NAPIKOANIinai

But the verb NIPUYI presents some peculiarities and has to be memorized separately. It derives from the root
NIPU- (rising, standing). When the N- is suppressed and the prefix Al- replaces it, this verb becomes practically
indistinguishable from 4iPUYI (to speak). Perhaps for that reason, the Y interchanges with W and we get a new
conjugation that 1s now the more common one, meaning “to stand, to stand up, stop, rise, get up™

1- nitaiPUWAU nitdiPUWAUhpinan

4&PUWAUop
2- kitaiPUWAU kitsiPUWA Uhpuwaw }
3-  4iPUWAUw 4PUWAUiaw *

4-  4iPUWAUIinai ‘

But the command forms are nipuyit, intensitied to niptpuyit and alternating with nipuwdut!

But notice that the M- reappears on the command: Makitat!.

Here is the conjugation of MAHK'ZI (MAHKIZI) (cf. IHZI, Lesson 60):

I- nitATOS' nitATOSIhpinan
NATOSIop

2- kitATOS' kitATOSThpuwaw

3- NATOSIw NATOSIiaw

4- NATOSIinai
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(PLEASE NOTE: In this lesson you will notice that a number of blank lines, , €xist in the
lessons. These lines usually appear in the 4th and 5th persons. These blank lines throughout this book refers to
word forms unknown or non-existent. Future study of the sequence may reveal the actual word.)

The inanimate forms will be given in the next lesson.

Exercises:

Explain: Omahkastési; nitdyis; nizitapi; isokinaki.

Conjugate all the verbs in this lesson. Alternates for the question “What does (it) mean” are Za aniwazt and for the
reply “It means...”, duaniwa. Using these and the other expressions composed of MANISTAP-, hold a
question-answer conversation about the meaning of Blackfeet terms.
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LESSON 9 (PiHXO)

- Vocabulary:

Verbs

AauAWAHKA = to walk
OZISI =10 smoke

PIHXTiaw (an.), PIHXOiaw = there are nine
OMA = to marry (a husband)

obhKIMA = to marry (a wife)

aiPIKIAKI = to mash, grind

aiSIKSOPU = to blow a chinook

Other Words:

pihxo, pihxi (an.), pihxéi (in.) = nine
nistowa =1 me

kistéwa =you

spik- = thick

ustéi = he, she

mazoap- = beautiful, handsome, fine
mazi- = beautiful, fine

namisz, nam- = east

nimisz, nim- = west

mat- = again, also,

A Blackfoot Language Study
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Nouns

akaitapisko = town
mdzitapisko = nobody
ohkotoki = stone, rock (in.)
istoan = knife (an.)
sinaxin = a writing
spiksinaxin = book
aiskatopi = com
kopi = soup, coffee
ixisako = meat (in.)
néma = my husband
omi = her husband
nitohkiman = my wife
otohkiman = his wife
mostum(i) = body, self too
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Construct Case:

This paragraph could have just as well been labeled “Obviative Case” or “Nouns in the 4th Person”. A noun in the
fourth person replaces the suffix -W or -WA or -A by an -I. Some nouns, however, do not distinguish 4th person
from 3rd person. The 4th person often serves as the combining form of a noun (e.g. imitdi-koan = puppy) and even
as the verbal root of a noun conjugated in the 1st and 2nd persons (e.g. niPITAT or niziPITAI = “I’m an eagle”, used
in an old song). (Note that 3rd person for “he’s an eagle” is simply PITAw.) The personal pronouns are based on the
word mostum(i) or “someone’s body”, so that the pronoun for “I, me” can really be considered a noun meaning “my
body, self”, nistéwa, while kistéwa similarly means “Your body, self”. But ust6i or “his/her body, self” must carry
the U- prefix for 3rd person and the -1 suffix for the “body” as 4th person. This “construct case” is also called
non-particular, unindexed and subordinate. Note that final -N or -S are usnally dropped before adding it, that the
-1 1s used for both animate and inanimate, and that singular and plural have the same form. It can be used as the
object of ordinarily intransitive verbs, e.g. pokai, istoai, owai, ponokai, sinopai, pitai, ohkii, otdkdi. Declension of
Nouns: Nouns have some or all of the following cases, though only a few of them have all four cases. The basic
case is called “unindexed” for lack of a better name. Only a few nouns have the 4th case or Vocative (e.g. naps =
partner). It is only the singular that these cases are distinguished, so the plural of them all is the same. We shall
take nina as an example, the plural of which is ninaix in all four instances:

Unindexed: NINA
3rd Person: NINAw
4th Person: NiNAi
Vocative:  NINA

: Examples of the Construct Case or 4th Person nouns: akii, akikoani, otohkiman(i), niétahtai, nizINAI =1 am a man
(initial N- dropped). Prepositions are often omitted, but adverbs in -OHZI (-OHZIM, -OHZ') function as either
prepositions or postpositions, that is, they may follow or precede the noun at the speaker’s option. [tapotakiw
apatéhzi moyisi = he is working behind the house; moyisi is 4th person, of course, since the “he” (understood, not
expressed? is the 3rd person. But, Nizitupi moyis pistéhzi = I am sitting in the house. (Can you explain why moyis
is only 3rd person here?). A few more samples: {sohzi notas; niétahtai aistohzi; moyis(i) aist6hzi.

Exercises:

Conjugate NINA, NIZITAPIKOAN.

Nimdtapohpa (add “anywhere” in the translation). Kikdtaiitsdpihpa matdpi (translate this last word as “anybody™).
Kitaisapihpa matapi?Mazitapisko .

Behind the tipi; in front of the tipi. I am in front of my horse. You are in front of your horse. He is behind his
horse. He is in front of his house. They are living near the river.
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