LESSON VI (NAW)

UYI = to eat pixiw = bird (large) (i)pistdhzi
aiSIMI = to drink adzistaw = rabbit = in. inside
NAliaw = there are six (an.) sisziw = bird (small) sawdhzi = outside
NAWiaw = there are six (in.) isk(a) = kettle, - aist6hzi = near
AISTO = to approach, come near bucket (a.) ikin- = soft,
OXTAKI = to count nohk = my kettle gentle
4iTHZI = to recline, be kohk = your kettle isok- = loud, heavy
located, lie ohk = his/her kettle takd = who?
maduyi = mouth za = what, how?
naduyi = my mouth zimd = where?

nai (an.), naw (in.)
=six
mot— = everywhere,
all over

Interrogative of 3rd and 4th Persons: Add -WAZ to the singulars and -WEXAW

to the plural. Sometimes -A' or -WAZIX is used instead of -WAZ in the

singular. 1In 4th person -INAI is attached after the -WAZ.

singular plural
3rd person (du)ANI-waz (4du) ANI-wexaw
4th person (4u)ANI-waz-inai

Negative of 3rd and 4th Persons: Prefix MAT- to the interrogative. To

say "never" use KUT- instead of MAT-. (Pronounce KUT- like English "cut";)
singular plural ’
3rd person mat-ANI-waz mat-ANI-wexaw
4th person mit-ANI-waz-inai

Examples: aniwaz? = does he/she say? Za aniwaz? = what does he say?
what does he (it) mean? (the reply would be: auaniwa = it means, he/she
says.... kitaniwaz = does he/she never say? doesn't he/she ever say (mean)?

More on —KOAN: Sometimes —-KOAN does not involve gender. It may also be

used as a diminutive, as in akkoan and imitéikoan (puppy). 1Its basic
function seems to be as a particularizing agent; that is, it narrows down
the noun to which it is attached in order to designate an individual

member of a set or a smaller member of a set.
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The Verb UYI: The verb "to eat" is somewhat eccentric, maybe because

it gets so much use., Y and W tend to be interchangeable in Blackfeet
(Y<>W). So some people will pronounce this verb 6YI, so UWI and some
6I, and some people assibilate (T®Z) the T, of the pronoun prefix.

To illustrate:

1~ nitIYI nit@YIhpinan
U¥Iop

2-  kitUYI kitUYThpuwaw

3-  OYlw O¥Tiaw

4=  UY¥Iinai

And yvet we meet alternates like nizéI, kiz0I, OTw, OIop etc.

Exercises: A - Let each student conjugate a verb of his/her choice in

the interrogative and negative of all four persons.

B - Apotakiw'; matapotakiwaz; apotakiwazix; kﬁtapotakiwazix? Apotakiiaw;
mitapotakiwexaw; apotakiwexaw? kiitapotakiwexaw? WNapikoan kiitapotakiwaz,
mataikakiakiwz ki mdtaisumosiwaz. Zimd kizitapohpa? Mistakisz nizitapo.
Nimidtapohpa. (In translating add "anywhere".) Kitdihpa p{xi? Sa,
nimidtoihpa. Takd otaSaz? Sahkimapi ki imitdikoan Aunoziaw; midtaunoziwexaw;
kiitaunoziwexaw.

C - She is staying here. They are seated over there. He is sitting at the
shore. That Piegan is climbing on the mountain, on Chief Mountain. Where
are you (pl.) going? We are not going anywhere. Eat! Drink! What does
"Piegan" mean? It means "Pikini''. The chief goés away (went away).

The chief's horse went away.
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LESSON VIT (IHKIZIKA)

Verbs Nouns Other Words
4uAZIMOIHKA = to pray nato-, natoap- = ihkiz{ka = seven
AKOMITAKTI = to love holy, spirit(ual) ihkizikam (an.)
APISTO(TAKI) = to create, natosi = sun, holy one ihkizikai (in.)

3 f' 3 i & i = 4
?ake 1% arrange A?lstotokl God ahs(i)- = good
OTAKO (AuTAKQ) = to turn, kisum = sun, moon ' _
g0 around ) sotam~, s'tam =
kakatosi = star now, soon
4iAHSI = to feel good about, Seaki = ds-. dso- = tryin
want to, like to a%o axl = square 5 ying
AHSI = to be good pita-w = eagle sp?hzl = up, above,
- - . in the sky
awakasi = deer

APATO = to go behind, be last

OXKASI = to run nataiyo
(m)otaki (in.) =
shadow, spirit;

isohzi = ahead, in
front

cat (wild)

SINAKI = to write, draw apatohzi = behind,

in the North

OTAKSIw (an.), OTAKI (in.) notakaw = my shadow,
is vound, a circle, zero otdki = his/hers. otak- = round,
nitakaw = my friend circular

The suffix -AKI, -AKI: This suffix can be attached to various words for

the sake of emphasis: e.g. nap{aki! = hey partner! It often appears
on the intransitive forms of verbs: e.g. APIXISTAKI, APISTOT&KI, AKOMITAKTI.

How To Talk About the Past: The verb forms we already know are timeless

and may refer to the present or the past. But if we wish to clarify or
emphasize the past action, we simply switch the -T- of nit-, kit~ to a

-K-: nik-, kik-, and in 3rd and 4th persons we prefix ak— or ik-: e.g.
nik0YI (or nik{I), nikOTO (nikAUTO), akOTOw(akAUTOw), ikitAPOw. To add
more stress, we can use a reduplication: nikduk-, kikduk-, akduk-: nikduk(0I,

akduk(Tw.

How To Talk About the Future: This is even easier. Just prefix Ak (£x-)

right in front of the verb root. This gives the meanings "shall, will,
going to, about to, intend to, want to" e.g. 4kSOTAw, nitakOTO, nitakit-
0TO, nitakUYI (nitaxUYI).

Combining Verb Roots in the Same Manner: We often use two verbs together,

one dependent upon the other. Let's take some examples:

To say 'can, be able to" we combine the two roots AK- and -O0T- (from 0TO?)
producing a new prefix AKOT- (AKOZ-): nitakozaiPUYI (nitakotaiPUYI). To
say "wish, want to, feel like, like to'" we use the ﬁerbvéiAHSI (aiAHS"')
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with some other verb root: nitaiAHS-UYI, kitiaiAHS-SIM', nitaiAHS-APOhpinan.
To say "go to do....", use OTO in the same manner (though it may be cut
down to OT-) : nitak-0T0-3iSUMOS’.

To say "try to", combine AS- with AK~ to form ASAK-: nitasdakSAM'.
Sometimes AS- is used by itself with the same meaning: &sANIT!

To say "must, have to', couple AK-with ~S'TAM to get a more urgent form:

nitdks'tAmitAPO.

Fxercises: Omi nitdkitoto. Nitdkitotohpinan. Nizikitapo.. Akitapow.

Asohkokit! Sapit! Awakasix ihzikamiaw. Za kitduanibpa: Nimdtakot-
sapihpa. Oma awakdsi duzimotaw. Omi kitdiahsitapohpa? Oma napiwa

dkazimoihkaw, asdkazimoihkaw, akotazimoihkaw, Aiahsazimoihkaw, aks'tamazi-

moihkaw. Za kitdiahsuihpa? WNimdtaiahsuihpa.. Nikdiok'.

That star is not round. There are seven elk over there. Do you feel
like eating (something)? Where are you going? Where did you go? Where
will you go? You can pray; you try to pray; you will pray; you did pray;

you must pray.
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LESSON VIII (NANISO)

Verbs Nouns
4iSAKO = to hail
NIPUYI, &iPUYAw = to rise,
get up, stand up
NINTHKI- = to sing

MARKITA(KI) = to load, pack,
saddle

MAHKRIZI- = to get to bed

MANISTAP- = to be of some sort
(a specifier)

NATOSIw (an.), NATOYIw (in.)
= to be holy, spiritual

isbkinaki =

aiSKO = to go back

Other Words
naniso = eight
P
nanisuimi (an.)

nanisti (in.)

moyis = house,
_ lodge (in.)
movisz (pl.)

ponokaumitaw = horse
anisin = word, meaning
nitoyis = tipi

{(real lodge)

doctor

amiskapohzi = south, in the south

omahk- = big, great
(k)inok~ = small, little

za anistap(i) = what is it? What do vou want?

za kénistapaupihpa = How

za anistap-anisin = what does (it) mean?

dnistap-anisin = it means
INITIAL M-, N- and P-: When these sounds are
are dropped to make room for a prefix. This

adjectival particles, but more often with M-

initial to a root they often
happens to verbs, nouns,

and N~ than with P-. When

they are dropped, we get the combining form of the root and frequently

the vowel that follows them is weakened. Examples: mistaki turms into

the combining form -istaki; napi- becomes api- (an ancient root for

"white"), mdyis becomes -oyis as in nitdyis (tipi or "real lodge"), nato-

(the basic root for "holy") becomes -ato-, ponoka becomes the combining

» LA, R . LA,
form -inok-, and so of course natdsi becomes -atdsi (as in kakatosi,

"just a sun or holy one"). But the P- of pita-w is not dropped (maybe

it's a relic of api- "white"). As examples of verbs, let's take the

following: ITOMO is a shortened form of MATOMO, and NINIHKI becomes
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—INIHKI-. Here is the sample conjugation of MAKITA-

1- nitdiAKIT' nitéiAKITAhpinan
AKITAop

2-  kitdiAKIT' kitdi AKITAhpuwaw

3-  4iAKiTAw 4iAKITAiaw

4-  4iARITAinai

But notice that the M- reappears on the command: Makitat!.

Here is the conjugation of MAHK'ZI (MAHKIZI) (cf. IHZI, Lesson ):
1- nitdiAHKIZ' nit4iAHKIZIhpinan
a1AHKIZIop

2- kitaiAHKIZ' kitaiAHKIZIhpuwaw
3- A1AHKIZTw' aiAHKIZIiaw

4 4iAHKIZIinai

Now let's conjugate napikoan to make a verb out of it: '"to be a
white man" (remember that the -T-~ of the prefix becomes -Z-, for

reasons unknown!):

1- nizAPIROAN' | nizAPTKOANThpinan
NAPIKOANIop

2-  kizAPIKOAN' kizAPIKOANIhpuwaw

3-  NAPIKOANIw NAPIKOANI iaw

4—  NAPIKOANIinai

But the verb NIPUYI presents some peculiarities and has to be

memorized separately. It derives from the root NIPU- (rising, standing).

When the N- is suppressed and the prefix AT- replaces it, this verb
becomes practically indistinguishable from aiPUYI (to speak). Perhaps
for that reason, the Y interchanges with W and we get a new conjugation
that is now the more common one, meaning "to stand, to stand up, stop,

rise, get up'":

1- nitdiPUWAU nitdiPUWAUhpinan
41PUWAUop

2-  kitaiPUWAU kitdiPUWAUhpuwaw

3- 4iPUWAUwW 4iPUWAUiaw

. 41PUWAUinai

But the command forms are n{puyit, intensified to nipipuyit and

alternating with nipuwaut!
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But notice that the M- reappears on the command: Makitat!.

Here is the conjugation of MAHK'ZI (MAHKIZI) (cf. IHZI, lesson

1- nitATOS" nitATOSThpinan
NATOSIop

2-  kitATOS' ki tATOSIhpuwaw

3-  NATOSTw NATOSIiaw

4-  NATOSIinai

The inanimate forms will be given in the next lesson.
. . P e Ao e e . .
Exercises: Explain: Omahkastbési; nitdoyis; nizitapi; isokinaki.

Conjugate all the verbs in this lesson.
Alternates for the question "What does (it) mean" are Za aniwaz

",_éuaniwa. Using these and the other

and for the reply "It means...
expressions composed of MANISTAP-, hold a question-answer conversation

about the meaning of Blackfeet terms. ™~
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LESSON IX (PTHXO)

Verbs
AuAWAHKA = to walk
0ZISI = to smoke

PIHXTiaw(an.), PIHXOiaw
(in.) = there are nine

OMA = to marry (a husband)
ohKIMA = to marry (a wife)
4iPIKIAKI = to mash, grind

41SIKSOPU = to blow a

chinook

Construct Case:

"Obviative Case'" or "Nouns in the 4th Person'.
person replaces the suffix -W or -WA or -A by an -I.

however, do not distinguish 4th person from 3rd person.

Nouns
akditapisko = town
miazitapisko = nobody
éhkotéki = stone, rock
istodn = knife (an.)
sinaxin = a writing
sp{ksinaxin = book
aiskatopi = corn
képi =

ixisako = meat (in.)

soup, coffee

néma = my husband
6mi = her husband
nitohkiman = my wife
otohkiman = his wife

mostum(i) = body, self

Other Words
p{hxo = nine
pihx{ (an.)

pihxéi {(in.)

nistdwa I, me
kistéwa = you
ustoi = he, she

spik- = thick

mazoap- = beautiful, _

handsome, fine

mazi- = beautiful,
fine

ndmisz, nam- = east
P
nimisz, nim— = west

mat—- = again, also,
too

This paragraph could have just as well been labeled

A noun in the fourth

Some nouns,

The 4th person

often serves as the combining form of a noun (e.g. imitdi-koan = puppy)

and even as the verbal root of a noun conjugated in the lst and 2nd

persons {(e.g. niPITAI or niziPITAI = "I'm an eagle', used in an old song).

- (Note that 3rd person for "he's an eagle' is simply PfTAW.)

The personal

the

pronoun for "I, me" can really be considered a noun meaning "my body,

self", nistdéwa, while kistdéwa similarly means "Your body, self".

But

“‘ustéi or "his/her body, self" must carry the U- prefix for 3rd person and

the ~I suffix for the '"body" as 4th person.

This "construct case'" is also called non-particular, unindexed and

subordinate.

Note that final -N or -S are usually dropped before adding

it, that the -I is used for both animate and inanimate, and that singular

and plural have the same form.
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-
intransitive verbs, e.g. pokai, istoai, owai, ponokai, sinopai, pitai,
R Py

ohkii, otakai.

Declension of Nouns: Nouns have some or all of the following cases,

though only a few of them have all four cases. The basic case is

called "unindexed" for lack of a better mame. Only a few nouns have

the 4th case or Vocative (e.g. gggi‘= partner). It is only the singular
that these cases are distinguished, so the plural of them all is the

same. We shall take nina as an example, the plural of which is ninaix

Unindexed : NTNA 1 in all four instances:
3rd Person: NINAw
4Lth Person: NINAL
Vocative: NINA

Examples of the Construct Case or 4th Person nouns: ak{i, akikoani,
otohk{man(i), niétahtai, nizINAI = I am a man (initial N- dropped).

Prepositions are often omitted, but adverbs in -OHZI (-0HZIM, -OHZ')

function as either prepositions or postpositions, that is, they may
follow or precede the noun at the speaker's option. Itdpotakiw

apatéhzi moy{si = he is working behind the house; pdyfsi is 4th person,

of course, since the "he" (understood, not expressed) is the 3rd person.

But, Nizitupi moy{s pistdhzi = I am sitting in the house. (Can you

explain why mOy{s is only 3rd person here?). A few more samples:

isohzi notas; nidtahtai aistShzi; moyis(i) aistdhzi.

Exercises: Conjugate NINA, NIZITAPIKOAN.

Nimatapohpa (add "anywhere' in the translation). Kikdtaiitsapihpa
matdpi (translate this last word as "anybody'). Kitdisapihpa matapi?
Mazitapfsko.

Behind the tipi; in front of the tipi. I am in front of my horse. You
are in front of your horse. He is behind his horse. He is in front

of his house. They are living near the river.
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LESSON X (KIPO)

Verbs Nouns Other Words

KIPIiaw (an.), KIPOiaw omahkina = old man k{po = ten

(in.) = there are ten. akoxkina = chief kipi (an.), -
4iIPI = to enter kydiyo = bear kipéi (in.)
4iKOPU = to fear, be afraid apohkyaiyo = grizzly mahk-, mahx- = red
AUZI (AZI) = to swim, bathe owa = egg, eggs otahkui- = yellow
SIXINA = to be black Uniki = milk otahkuinazi = an —
MAHXINA = to be red sinopa = (kit) fox orange
OTAHKUINA = to be yellow pik{azis = gtone ax ozkui- = blue, greegw
OZKUINA = to be blue, green pikidxin = mush kumonui- = Eii;ie

KUMONUINA = to be blue, purple iszi = fire, coals
anat-, anatap- = -

MAZIINA = to be handsome omahxfkimi = lake pretty

ANAZINA = to be pretty

ZANISZINA = what color is it?

Verbs With the Suffix -M: A few verbs use -M instead of -W or -WA in the

3rd and 4th persons, usually with reference to an animate subject. Color ~
verbs, as we shall soon see, do this consistently, and a few others that

follow this pattern are given in this and the next lesson: e.g. "to enter':
nitdiIPI but 4iIPIm, a2iIPIMiaw, 2iIPIminai; "to fear": nitZiKOP' butiiKOPUm,
2iKOPUmiaw, 4iKOPUminai; "to swim": nitAUZ' but AUZIm, AUZImiaw, AUZIminai

(the initial Bu- has evidently become absorbed into the root AZI to form

AUZTI.) All such verbs are intransitive. The command forms for the three

just given are slightly irregular: kbput!. pift! azft!
y

Color Verbs and Their Type: Many of the verbs of this kind are listed

in the wvocabulary for this lesson. WNotice that their stems all end in —
~NA (the A is short). The 3rd and 4th persons follow the rules given in
the paragraph above, with -M for animate subjects: e.g. nitSIXINA but SIXINAm__
SIXINAmiaw, SIXINAminai. These verbs may be translated "It looks black ’

etc.”

Color verbs, however, and their type also have one inanimate form
for the third person singular, which terminates in -ZI + -W: e.g.
STXINAziw. You may have noticed that numeral verbs have an -M in their
animate forms and so follow a similar pattern. We'll review them in the

next lesson.
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Plural Imperatives: We have learned to make the singular imperative

by adding -T to the verb root. To make the plural, used for addressing
more person than one, you put a -K in place of the -T. e.g. anik!,

nipupuyik!, sinakit! The plural imperatives for the verbs of this lesson

with slight eccentricities are these: képuk!, piik!, azik!

Exercises: Conjugate all the new verbs of this lesson (remembering that

MAHXINA often uses the prefix Ju- without dropping the initial M-).

Count several dishes and both ask and reply about their colors.
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