
LESSON VI (NAW) 


Verbs Nouns Other Words 

UYI = to eat pfxiw = bird (large) (i)pistohzi 

aiSIMI to drink aazistaw = rabbit = in. inside 
.-

NAIiaw there are six (an.) sisziw bird (small) sawohzi = outside 

NAWiaw there are six (in.) isk(a) kettle, aistohzi = near 
bucket (a.)AISTO = to approach, come near ikin- = soft, 

nohk my kettle gentleOXTAKI to count 
kohk your kettle isok- = loud, heavyaiIHZI to recline, be 

located, lie ohk = his/her kettle taka = who? 

maauyi = mouth za = what, how? 

naauyi = my mouth zima = where? 

nai (an.), naw (in.) 
=six 

mot- = everywhere, 
allover 

Interrogative of 3rd and 4th Persons: Add -WAZ to the singulars and -WEXAW 

to the plural. Sometimes -A' or -WAZIX is used instead of -WAZ in the 

singular. In 4th person -INAI is attached after the -WAZ. 

singular plural 

3rd person (au)ANI-waz (au)ANI-wexaw 

4th person (au)ANI-waz-lnai 

Negative of 3rd and 4th Persons: Prefix MAT- to the interrogative. To 

say "never" use KUT- instead of MAT-. (Pronounce KUT- like English "cut";) 

singular plural 

3rd person mat-ANI-waz mat-ANI-wexaw 

4th person mat-ANI-waz-fnai 

.­
Examples: anfwaz? = does he/she say? Za aniwaz? = what does he say? 

what does he (it) mean? (the reply would be: auaniwa = it means, he/she 

says .... kutaniwaz = does he/she never say? doesn't he/she ever say (mean)? 

More on -KOAN: Sometimes -KOAN does not involve gender. It may also be 
.­

used as a diminutive, as in akkoan and imitaikoan (puppy). Its basic 

function seems to be as a particularizing agent; that is, it narrows down 

the noun to which it is attached in order to designate an individual 

member of a set or a smaller member of a set. 
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The Verb UYI: The verb "to eat" is somewhat eccentric, maybe because 

it gets so much use. Y and W tend to be interchangeable in Blackfeet 
"" ".(Y<>W) . So some people will pronounce this verb UYI, so UWI and some 

, 
01, and some people assibilate (T'>'Z) the T, of the pronoun prefix. 

To illustrate: 

.. 
1- nitIYI nitUYlhpinan.. 

UYlop .. 
2- kitUYI kitUYlhpuwaw .. 
3- UYlw UYIiaw .. -" 

4- UYlinai 

And we meet alternates like nizOI, kizOI, OIw, OIop etc. 

Exercises: A - Let each student conjugate a verb of his/her choice in 

the interrogative and negative of all four persons. 

B - Apotakiw'; matapotakiwaz; apotakiwazix; kutapotakiwazix? Apotakiiaw; 

matapotakiwexaw; apotakiwexaw? kutapotakiwexaw? Napikoan kutapotakiwaz, 

mataikakiakiwz ki mataisumosiwaz. Zima kizitapohpa? Mistakisz nizitapo. 

Nimatapohpa. (In translating add "anywhere".) Kitoihpa pixi? Sa, 

nimatoihpa. Taka otasaz? Sahkumapi ki imitaikoan aunoziaw; mataunoziwexaw; 

kutaunoziwexaw. 

C - She is staying here. They are seated over there. He is sitting at the 

shore. That Piegan is climbing on the mountain, on Chief Mountain. Where 

are you (pl.) going? We are not going anywhere. Eat! Drink! What does 

"Piegan" mean? It means "Pikuni". The chief goes away (went away), 

The chief's horse went away. 

13 


Amskapi Pikuni Language Lessons 
Piegan Institute, Browning MT, 2000



LESSON VII (IHKIZIKA) 


Verbs Nouns Other Words 

auAZIMOIHKA = to pray nato-, "'" ihkizika = seven 

AKOMITAKI = to love holy, spirit(ual) 
ihkizikam (an.) 

APISTO(TAKI) = to create, natosi = sun, holy one "'" ihkizikai (in.) 
make, fix, arrange 

OTAKO (auTAKO) = to turn, 
go around 

Apistotoki = God 
,

kisum = sun, moon 

kakatosi star 

ahs(i) ­ = good 

sotam-, s'tarn­
now, soon 

aiAHSI 
want 

= to feel good about, 
to, like to azotaki .. = square as-, aso­ = trying 

AHSI = to be good 

APATO = to go behind, be 

OXKASI to run 

pita-w = 

awakasi 

nataiyo 

eagle 

deer 

cat (wild) 

spohzi = up, above, 
in the sky 

isohzi ahead, in 
front 

SINAKI 

OTAKSIw 

to write, draw 

(an.), OTAKI (in.) 

(m)otaki (in.) = 
shadow, 
notakaw 

spirit; 
= my shadow, 

apatahzi = behind, 
in the North 

is round, a circle, zero otaki his/hers. otak­ round, 
nitakaw my friend circular 

The suffix -AKI, -AKI: This suffix can be attached to various words for 

the sake of emphasis: e.g. ! = hey partner! It often appears
~.;;....;;:;;~= 

o 
on the intransitive forms of verbs: e.g. APIXISTAKI, APISTOTAKI, AKOMITAKI. 

How To Talk About the Past: The verb forms we already know are timeless 

and may refer to the present or the past. But if we wish to clarify or 

emphasize the past action, we simply switch the -T- of nit-, kit- to a 

-K-: nik-, kik-, and in 3rd and 4th persons we ak- or ik-: e.g. 

nikUrI (or nikUI), nikOTO (nikAUTO), akOTOw(akAUTOw), ikitAPOw. To add 

more stress, we can use a reduplication: nikauk-, kikauk-, akauk-: nikaukUI, 

akaukUlw. 

How To Talk About the Future: This is even easier. Just prefix AK (ix-) 

right in front of the verb root. This gives the meanings "shall, will, 

going to, about to, intend to, want to" e.g. akSOTAw, nitakOTO, nitakit ­

OTO, nitakUYI (nitaxUYI). 

Combining Verb Roots in the Same Manner: We often use two verbs together. 

one dependent upon the other. Let's take some examples: 

To say "can, be able to" we combine the two roots AK- and -OT- (from OTO?) 

producing a new prefix AKOT- (AKOZ-): nitakozaiPUYI (nitakotaiPUYI). To 

say "wish, want to, feel like, like toll we use the verb aiAHSI (aiAHS') 
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~th some other verb root: nitaiAHS-UYI. kitaiAHS-SIM'. nitaiAHS-APOhpinan. 

To say "go to do •••• II • use OTO in the same manner (though it may be cut 

down to OT-) : nitak-OTO-aiSUMOS'. 

To say "try to". combine AS- with AK- to form ASAK-: nitasakSAM'. 

Sometimes AS- is used by itself with the same meaning: asANIT! 

To say "must. have to". couple AK-with -S'TAM to get a more urgent form: 

nitaks' tamitAPO. 

Exercises: bmi nitakitoto. Nitakitotohpinan. Nizikitapo .. Akitapow. 

Asohkokit! Sapit! Awakasix ihzikamiaw. Za kitauanihpa: Nimatakot­

ihpa. Oma awakasi auzimotaw. Omi kitaiahsitapohpa? Oma napiwa 

akazlmoihkaw. asakazimoihkaw. akotazimoihkaw, aiahsazimoihkaw, aks'tamazi­

moihkaw. Za kitaiahsuthpa? Nimataiahsuihpa .• Nikaiok'. 

That star is not round. There are seven elk over there. Do you feel 

like eating (something)? Where are you going? Where did you go? Where 

will you go? You can pray; you try to pray; you will pray; you did pray; 

you must pray. 
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LESSON VIII 	(NtNISO) 

Verbs Nouns 

aiSAKO =: to hail moyis = house, 
". ". ". lodge (in.)NIPUYI, aiPUYAw =: to rise, 

moyisz (pI.)up, stand up 

ponokaumitaw horse
NINIHKI- =: to 
anisin = word, meaningMAKITA(KI) = to load, pack, 

saddle nitoyis = tipi 
(real lodge)MAHKIZI- = to get to bed 

isokinaki = doctorMANISTAP- = 	to be of some sort 
(a specifier) 

NATOSIw(an.), NATOYlw (in.) 
= to be holy, spiritual 

aiSKO to go back 

Other Words 

naniso = eight 

nanisufmi (an.) 

nanisui (in.) 

amiskapohzi south, in the south 

omahk- = ,great 

(k)inok- small, little 

za anistap(i) = what is it? What do you want? 

za kanistapaupfhpa = How 

za anistap-anisin = what does (it) mean? 

anistap-anisin = it means 

INITIAL M-, ~- and ~-: When these sounds are initial to a root they often 

are dropped to make room for a prefix. This happens to verbs, nouns, 

adjectival particles, but more often with M- and N- than with P-. When 

they are dropped, we get the combining form of the root and frequently 

the vowel that follows them is weakened. Examples: mistaki turns into 

the combining form napi- becomes ap~- (an ancient root for 

"white!!), moyis becomes -oyis as in nitoyis (tipi or !!real lodge"), nato­

(the basic root for "holy") becomes -ato-, becomes the combining
.±...-- ­

form -inok-, and so of course natosi becomes -atosi (as in kakatosi, 
". 

"just a sun or holy one"). But the P- ofpita-w is not dropped (maybe 

it l S a relic of "white"). As examples of verbs, let's take the 

following: ITOMO is a shortened form of MATOMO, and NINIHKI becomes 
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-INIHKI-. Here is the sample conjugation of MAKITA- : 

1- nitaiAKIT' nitaiAKITAhpinan 
AKITAop 

2- kitaiAKIT' kitaiAKITAhpuwaw 

3- aiAKlTAw aiAKITAiaw 

4- aiAKlTAinai 

But notice that the M- reappears on the command: Makltat!. 


Here is the conjugation of MAHK'ZI (MAHKIZI) (cf. IHZI, Lesson ): 


1- nita:tAHKIZ ' nitaiAHKIZIhpinan 
a;!...AHKIZIop 

2- kitaiAHKIZ' kitaiAHKIZIhpuwaw 

3- aiAHKIZIw' aiAHKIZIiaw 

4- aiAHKIZIlnai 
( 

Now let's conjugate napikoan to make a verb out of it: "to be a 

white man" (remember that the -T- of the prefix becomes -Z-, for 

reasons unknown!): 

1- nizAPIKOAN' niz4PIKOANIhpinan 
NAPIKOANIop 

2- kizAPIKOAN' kizAPIKOANIhpuwaw 

3- NAPIKOANIw NAPIKOANIiaw 

4- NAPIKOANIfnai 

But the verb NIPUYI presents some peculiarities and has to be 

memorized separately. It derives from the root NIPU- (rising, standing). 

When the N- is suppressed and the prefix AI- replaces it, this verb 

becomes practically indistinguishable from aiPUYI (to speak). Perhaps 

for that reason, the Y interchanges with Wand we get a new conjugation 

that is now the more common one, meaning "to stand, to stand up, stop, 

rise, get up": 

1­ nitaiPu\-JAU nitaiPUHAUhpinan 
aiPUWAUop 

2­ kitaJPUWAU kitai;PUWAUhpuwaw 

3­ aiPUWAUw aiPUWAUiaw 

4­ a i;pUWAuInai 

But the command forms are 
.. .. 

nipuyit, in.tensified to nipupuyit and 

alternating with nipuwaut! 

17 

Amskapi Pikuni Language Lessons 
Piegan Institute, Browning MT, 2000



But notice that the M- reappears on the command: Makitat!. 

Here is the conjugation of MAHK'ZI (MAHKIZI) (cf. IHZI, Lesson ): 

" " 1- nitATOS' nitATOSIhpinan 
NATOSIop 

2- kitATOS' kitATOSIhpuwaw 
" '"3- NATOSIw NATOSIiaw 

"" '"4- NATOSIinai 

The inanimate forms will be in the next lesson. 

.. 
Exercises: Explain: Omahkastosi; nitoyis; nizitapi; isokinaki. 

Conjugate all the verbs in this lesson. 

Alternates for the question "i.Jhat does (it) mean" are Za aniwaz 

11 tI ~ -: h d h hand for the reply It means ••• ,auanlwa. Using t ese an t e ot er 

expressions composed of MANISTAP-, hold a question-answer conversation 

about the meaning of Blackfeet terms. 
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LESSON IX (PIHXO) 


Verbs Nouns Other Words 

auAWAHKA = to walk akaitapisko = town pihxo = nine 

02IS1 = to smoke mazitapisko nobody pihxi (an.) 

PIHXliaw(an.), PIHXOiaw ohkotoki = stone, rock pihxoi (in.) 
(in.) there are nine 

istoan = knife (an.) nistowa I, me 

OMA = to marry (a husband) 


sinaxin ~ a writing kistowa you 

ohKlMA = to marry (a wife) -" 


spiksinaxin book ustoi he, she 

aiPIKIAKI to mash, grind 


aiskatopi = corn spik- thick 

aiSIKSOPU to blow a 
 kOpi = soup, coffee mazoap- = beautiful,chinook handsome, fine

ixisako = meat (in.) 
mazi- = beautiful,noma = my husband fine 

omi = her husband namisz, nam- east 
nitohk{man = my wife -" 

nimisz, nim- west 
otohk{man = his wife 

mat- = again, also, 
mostum(i) = body. self too 

Construct Case: This paragraph could have just as well been labeled 

"Obviative Case" or "Nouns in the 4th Person". A noun in the fourth 

person replaces the suffix -W or -WA or -A by an -I. Some nouns, 

however, do not distinguish 4th person from 3rd person. The 4th person 

often serves as the combining form of a noun (e.g. imitai-koan = puppy) 

and even as the verbal root of a noun conjugated in the 1st and 2nd 

persons (e.g. niPITAI or niziPITAI 'm an eagle ll 
, used in an old song). 

-" 

(Note that 3rd person for "he's an eagle" is simply PITAw.) The personal 

pronouns are based on the word ~()stuIi1(i) or "someone's body", so that the 

pronoun for "I, me" can really be considered a noun meaning "my body, 

self", nistowa, while kisto,va similarly means "Your body, self". But 

·ustoi or "his/her body, self" must carry the U- prefix for 3rd person and 

the -I suffix for the "body" as 4th person. 

This "construct case" is also called non-particular, unindexed and 

$ubordinate. Note that final -N or -S are usually dropped before adding 

it, that the -I is used for both animate and inanimate, and that singular 

and plural have the same form. It can be used as the object of ordinarily 
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'" 
intransitive verbs, e.g. pokai, istoai, owai, ponokai, sinopai, pitai, 

6hk:Li, otakai. 

Declension of Nouns: Nouns have some or all of the following cases, 

though only a few of them have all four cases. The basic case is 

called "unindexed" for lack of a better name. Only a few nouns have 

the 4th case or Vocative (e.g. = partner). It is only the singular 

that these cases are distinguished, so the plural of them all is the 

same. We shall take nina as an example, the plural of which is 
-" in all four instances:Unindexed: NINA 

3rd Person: NfNAw 

4th Person: NfNAi 

Vocative: NINA 

Examples of the Construct Case or 4th Person nouns: akii. akikoani. 

otohkiman(i), nietahtai, nizINAI I am a man (initial N- dropped). 

ions are often omitted, but adverbs in -OHZI (-OHZIM, -OHZ')
--"-"------"­

function as either prepositions or postpositions, that is, they may 


follow or precede the noun at the speaker's option. Itapotakiw 


~_______ moyisi = he is working behind the house; ~?y{si is 4th person, 


of course, since the "he" (understood, not expressed) is the 3rd person. 


But, Nizitupi moyis pist6hzi I am sitting in the house. (Can you 


explain why moyis is only 3rd person here?). A few more samples: 


{sohzi notas nietahtai aistohzi moy{s(i) aistohzi. 


Exercises: Conj NINA. NIZITAPIKOAN. 


Nimatapohpa (add "anywhere" in the translation). Rikutaiitsapihpa 


matapi (translate this last word as "anybodyll). Kitaisapihpa matapi? 


Mazitapisko. 


Behind the tipi; in front of the I am in front of my horse. You 


are in front of your horse. He is behind his horse. He is in front 


of his house. They are living near the river. 
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LESSON X (KIPO) 


Verbs Nouns Other Words 

KIPliaw (an.), KIPOiaw omahk{na old man k{po = ten 

(in.) = there are ten. akoxkina chief k{pi (an.), 

aiIPI = to enter kyaiyo = bear kipoi (in.) 

aiKOPU = to fear, be afraid apohkyaiyo = grizzly mahk-, mahx- = red 

AUZI (AZI) = to swim, bathe owa = egg, eggs otahkui- = yellow 

SIXINA = to be black uniki = milk otahkuinazi an 
orangeMAHXINA = to be red s{nopa = (kit) fox 

~ ozkui- = blue, greenOTAHKUINA = to be yellow pikiazis stone ax 
kumonui- blue,OZKUINA = to be blue, green pikiaxin mush 

purple 
KUMONUINA = to be blue, purple isz{ = fire, coals 

anat-, anatap- = 
MAZIINA to be handsome omahx1kimi = lake pretty 

ANAZINA to be pretty 

ZANISZINA = what color is it? 

Verbs With the Suffix -M: A few verbs use -M instead of -W or -WA in the 

3rd and 4th persons, usually with reference to an animate subject. Color 

verbs, as we shall soon see, do this consistently, and a few others that 

follow this pattern are given in this and the next lesson: e.g. "to enter": 

nitaiIPI but aiIPlm, aiIPIMiaw, aiIPlminai; "to fear": nitaiKOP' budiiKOPUm, 

aiKOPUmiaw, aiKOPUmfnai; "to swim": niti\UZ' but AUZlm, 'i\UZlmiaw, AUZlminai 

(the initial au- has evidently become absorbed into the root AZI to form 

AUZI.) All such verbs are intransitive. The command forms for the three 

just given are slightly irregular: Kbput!. pift! az{t! 

Color Verbs and Their Type: Many of the verbs of this kind are listed 

in the vocabulary for this lesson. Notice that their stems all end in 

-NA (the A is short). The 3rd and 4th persons follow the rules given in 

the paragraph above, with -M for animate subjects: e.g. nitSIXINA but SIXINAm 

SIXINAmiaw, SIXINAminai. These verbs may be translated "It looks black 

etc." Color verbs, however, and their type also have one inanimate form 

for the third person singular, which terminates in -ZI + -W: e.g . 
.-

SIXINAziw. You may have noticed that numeral verbs have an -M in their 

animate forms and so follow a similar pattern. We'll review them in the 

next lesson. 
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Plural Imperatives: We have learned to make the singular imperative 

by adding -T to the verb root. To make the plural, used for addressing 

more person than one, you put a -K in place of the -T. e.g. anik!, 

nipupuyik!, sinakit! The plural imperatives for the verbs of this lesson 

with slight eccentricities are these: kapuk!, piik!, azik! 

Exercises: Conjugate all the new verbs of this lesson (remembering that 

MAHXINA often uses the prefix au- without dropping the initial M-). 

Count several dishes and both ask and reply about their colors. 
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